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Abstract

This research aims to 1) to study the Ramakian literature used in the khon in the Battle between
Phali and Thoraphi Episode, 2) to study the choreographic fighting process between Phali and Thoraphi
khon characters, and 3) to analyze structure of Phali and Thoraphi fight scenes. This thesis is qualitative
research done by studying and collecting data from relevant academic documents, observing the fight
choreography of Phali and Thoraphi in the khon as well as participant observation by learning the dance
from Khru Prasit Pinkaew (National Artist of Thailand)

The research showed that the Ramakian literature written by King Rama |, implied tacit moral
teachings and perspectives about wit and mindfulness. One who was arrogant, ungrateful, traitorous, or
unwise will ruin one’s own life; this performance is full of merit and grateful fight choreography, 2)
there are two dance characteristics found in the fight choreography (1) figsht choreography for the napat
piece and (2) fight choreography for the vocal music and khon narration with the structure of the fight
as follows: (1) lure, (2) taunt, (3) encounter and (4) battle and 3) the dance postures of the fight scene.
consisted of (1) horn grabbing, (2) side pouncing, and (3) back pouncing. These dance postures were
created from ancient fighting postures and designed to suit the characters by considering their perform-

ing roles.
Key Words: Ramakian, the khon, choreographic fighting process, Phali, Thoraphi
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