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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the challenges of soft syllable
pronunciation in Mandarin Chinese among Business Chinese students at the Faculty of Liberal
Arts, Dhurakij Pundit University. The researcher created a soft syllable pronunciation test, based
on a theory on soft syllable pronunciation X &% 38 &35 B ##3R &) and principles from the
Mandarin Chinese Standard Proficiency Test (<& i@l #& 7K -F#] or Putonghua Shuiping Ceshi: PSC).
The vocabulary items selected for the test are those from a book compiling the glossary
necessary for correct pronunciation of soft syllables (#4325 ) , & i@ 35 K -F 03X F & id %
1815 % ) ) and the most common words found in the Chinese Language Proficiency Test (HSK)
Level 1-6. This test is a two-syllable reading test. The first syllables are those with the first, second,
third and fourth tones, followed by the soft tone syllables. This research divided the population
into 3 groups based on the level of their language proficiency. The data were analyzed based on
a theory on interlanguage proposed by Selinker (1972) and Corder’s theory on error analysis
(1967). The sample’s soft syllable reading test results were analyzed to find the percentage
values.

The results showed that the samples had difficulties pronouncing the soft tone syllables.
This challenge was found across the three proficiency groups. It was found that the syllabic
pattern where the second tone syllable + soft tone syllable was ranked the most challenging
pattern, followed by the third tone syllable + soft tone syllable, the fourth tone syllable + soft
tone syllable came third in the list and the least incorrectly pronounced was the first tone
syllable + soft tone syllable. This study also analyzed the two causes of the pronunciation
challenges: the students tended to make the sound of the second syllable longer and slower
than in normal intonation; and they were unable to notice the presence of soft syllable sounds
in word pronunciation. These two explanations are hypothesized as those causing soft syllable

pronunciation challenges and errors among Thai students.
Keywords: Chinese pronunciation studies, Chinese soft syllables, Chinese tones.
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