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Wisdom of Rice Storage Resulting in the Form and Location of

Barn in Residential Area of Agricultural Society
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ABSTRACT

Thai farmers’ rice barns have plenty of wisdom
hidden inside. However, nowadays farmers have
changed from doing the traditional farming into
semi industrial agriculture or contract farming
without using or relying on the rice barns for the
storage. Moreover, the new generation people or
the youth are interested in having their jobs in
industrial or hospitality careers instead of careers
in agriculture. Therefore, the body of knowledge,
roles, and values hidden inside the rice barns are
being forgotten. The objectives of this research
study were to examine the wisdom and beliefs of
Thai farmers towards the rice barns, to investigate
the patterns and locations of the rice barns in
the residential area, and to study the relationship
between wisdom in rice storage and patterns and
locations of the rice barns in the housing area by
conducting in-depth interviews with local wisdom
intellectuals and “Mo-Tham” or local healers (the
leaders in conducting ceremonies in the community),
conducting focus group discussions with elderly or
senior citizens in the village, conducting surveys in
every regions using aerial photography as well as
conducting the actual field surveys. The collected
data were synthesized, categorized by utilizing the
relationship and frequency distribution tables. The
results from the study showed that the wisdom
in rice storage of the Thai farmers consisted of 2
characteristics: the rice barns are for storing the
paddy grains which can be seen in general and for
storing the rice stalks which can be found mostly
in the southern region of Thailand. Moreover,
the method for transporting the rice from the
rice fields to the rice barns has been developed
continuously. The carts have been replaced with

the trucks. Therefore, the basements of the rice

Keywords : rice barns, wisdom in rice storage
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barns were raised high in order to protect the rice
from the humidity/moisture from the ground. The
walls covered with 2 types of materials, namely
woven bamboos covered with “Pue” (cattle dung
mixed with anthill soil and water). The characteristic
of “Pue” is to protect the rice barns from the
termites coming inside to eat the paddy grains, and
hardwood for making either the vertical or horizontal
walls by having the lightweight structure outside
and covered the holes with resin from rubber trees.
The size of the rice barns in each region was not
different: 2-3 meters x 2-3 meters per pole range.
The difference was the pole range. The numbers
of pole range depended on the size of the rice
fields. The similarity found in the study was the
rice barns were built facing the similar directions.
Some Thai farmers did not like to build the rice
barns facing north ‘Nua” and east “Tawan Ork”
direction. They believed that the north direction
is the elephant star direction. The elephants are
big and eat a lot. And they also believed that the
east direction having the word “Ork” means “out
or going away”. The rice would not stay in the
rice barns. Therefore, there was not enough rice
for consumption. Thus, it was found that most
of the rice barns were built facing only the west
and south direction. In terms of determining the
locations of the rice barns inside the housing area,
the rice barns must be located far away from the
house at least a house length and it must not be
located opposite to the house because in the
winter time, the wind would blow dust and rice
mites into the house caused the health problems
to the people living inside the house. Therefore,

they could not go out and work as normal.
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