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Exploitation Conditions of Burmese Migrant Workers in

Small-size Shrimp Factories, Samut Sakhon Province
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@ABSTRACT

This research aims to investigate exploitation
of Burmese labour force in small shrimp processing
factories in Samut Sakhon Province. The author
applied qualitative research framework through a
case study specifically focusing on factories where
labour exploitation existed and data was collected
by interview and participative notification;

Findings from the research indicated that con-
texts and conditions for entering into exploitation
cycle of immigrate workforce resulted from range
of problems including poverty, unemployment and
political instability, all of which are considered driv-
ing force in their own country. At the same time,
shrimp processing industry in Thailand has been
still in need of labour force and thus attracting im-
migrant labour into Thailand. Labour broker plays a
vital role in carrying and employing illegal workers
which lead to labour exploitation. From the case
study, labour exploitation was found in some small
shrimp processing factories or alternately called
“Loang” in Samut Sakhon Province such as the
employer failed to comply with labour laws and
provide no labour welfare standards, workers were
forced to work in order to repay the debts, work-

ing condition was poor and working hour could be
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as long as 16 hours a day without holiday as they
had to work on pieces or weight of product basis.
The employer took advantage of those workers by
falsely indicating wrong weight of shrimp or refusing
to declare the actual price of shrimp processing
work to the workers. The worker’s identity docu-
ment might be held. Their compensation might be
deducted by traveling cost with high interest rate.
Sometime they were forced to work in such bad
conditions for a long time until their debt could
be settled. Surprisingly, the employer might ask
for a debt of gratitude or even claimed that it was
the fate (“karma”) from the previous life. Some
employers applied outsource strategies with the
labour broker who had to manage to provide labour
force to work in the factory and received lump sum
compensation. Such approaches could save cost and
prevent other risks for the employers, for instance,
in the case the workers escaped from the factory
or denied to work and could avoid legal liability.
These situations have resulted in several problems
including human trafficking, forced labour, illegal
migrant and labour exploitation. Such problems
can lead to many other problems, such as human

security due to human right violation and forced



labour, crisis in security and confidence in anti
corruption regime by the government, economic

security due to cancellation of order by trading
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partner country due to labour exploitation in the

production process.

Keyword : Exploitation Conditions, Burmese Migrant Workers, Migrant Workers, Working

Conditions in Shrimp Factories, Force Labour, Human Security
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