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Impacts of Tourism towards Communities : Amphawa Canal Area, Samut Songkhram
Province
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_ Abstract 4

The objective of this study was to explore tourism activities and tourism impacts to community in
Ampawa Canal Area, Samutsongkram, economically, socially, environmentally. Population of this study was
162 residents from ten communities in Tambon Ampawa, Ampawa district, Samut Songkram. The population
was divided into two groups according to residence locations; 65 samples of one group were those resided
around Ampawa Canal, 97 samples of the other group were those resided outside Ampawa Canal. Data
collected by interviewing and a use of questionnaire. Data analysis was done using simple statistics,
such as percentage and mean.

The study found that the economic impacts of tourism to those who resided outside Ampawa Canal
were insignificant. The most positive impact was that tourism had generated new businesses in community
(94 percent). For negative impact, it was increase in cost of living (73 percent). For those who resided
around Ampawa Canal, the impacts were also insignificant. The most positive impact was that it helped
generated new career, and improved employment in community (99 percent). The negative impact was
that there was increase in land-rent rate (73 percent). The social impacts found thatthose who resided
outside Ampawa Canal were insignificant. The most positive impact was increase in tourism activities
resulting in improve in community (82 percent). The negative impact was traffic problems (81 percent).
The impact to those who resided around Ampawa Canal was insignificant. The most positive impact was
increase in tourism activities resulting in improve in community (80 percent). The negative impact was
traffic problems (71 percent). The environmental impacts found that those who resided outside Ampawa
Canal and around Ampawa Canal were insignificant. The most positive impact was waste on non-tourism
days was manageable (83 percent and 75 percent accordingly). The negative impact was increase in noise

pollution (57 percent and 75 percent accordingly).

Keyword : Impact, Tourism, Ampawa Canal
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