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Fishermen Eco-cultures of Bruu Ethnic Group (Katang) in Central Mekong Basin
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ABSTRACT 4

The study entitled “Fishermen Eco-cultures of Bruu ethnic group (Katang) in Central Mekong Basin”
aimed at investigating the diversity and relation of eco-system with fishermen ways of life and exploring
the body of knowledge and wisdoms in natural resources and environment conservation of Bruu ethnic
group (Katang) in Central Mekong Basin. This study employed the qualitative method by using various
techniques in data collection, starting from surveying the upper, central and lower Mekong basin, com-
munity map sketching, participatory observation, in-depth interview, focus group and across-operational
meeting between Thai-Lao Bruu ethnics group (Katang).

The findings showed that body of knowledge in fishermen ecosystem and cultures of Bruu ethnic
group (Katang) in central Mekong basin were that the original based-knowledge which experiencing and
transforming from generation to generation combining with new knowledge for making social rules and
basic economics in livelihood operation from forest and catching fish in Mekong river. These activities
went along with the beliefs of village ghosts or Ayakjamnak - a person who takes care of forests and
mountains, the spirit of the traditions which take responsibility in preventing people in communication,
and serpent which takes care of fish in Mekong river. The append with Buddhism adoration which was
the guideline in 12-month activities operation having temples as the center and relative fasten community
established the relationship between people, natural ecosystem and supernatural to lead the strength of

Bruu (Katang) community both sides of Mekong river perfectly.

Keywords : eco-cultures, fishermen eco-culture of Bruu ethnic group (Katang)
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