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Abstract

Teaching non-native English
speaking students to appreciate English
literary works is not an easy task. What
should the teacher do to encourage
students’ interest in the classroom activities
for practicing their English language skills,
particularly listening and speaking? To seek
for the answers, this study explored the
advantages of songs for students’ listening
and speaking practice in an English poetry
classroom. Students’ perception on the use
of songs in literary activities was another
aim of the research. Participants were 31
fourth-year English major students, taking
the English poetry selection course in the
second semester of 2005, Buriram Rajabhat
University.  Observation and questionnaire
distribution (r=.84) were conducted to see if
students enjoyed participating in group
work, presentation, and discussion in
English.

WrTmETEETSAETE

Students’ task-based activities
included: group collaboration in retriéving
authentic materials from the Internet,
analysis of literary devices in the selected
songs and poems, group presentation with
power point program, and discussion of the
meanings and themes of the songs and
poems. Research participants were also
engaged in other activities including
singing songs, reading poems, and
presenting new vocabulary and grammar
points found in the selected songs and
poetry.

The research findings revealed the ek
utilization of music and songs in literary
classroom, without teacher direction and
control, encouraged students}, participation

in English listening and speaking activitie:

Students were satisfied with their creati{z:{ie_\f’;
and self-directed activities and=mpfe"'
involved in responsibility of group work, .
task presentation in Engliéh,"afxﬁy"’
cooperative learning in songs and\"p'oéﬁ{ ..
Moreover,

analysis. they were more -

involved in spealdng in EnglisH- asking éﬁi’d'

learning environment.
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