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ABSTRACT

Background: Family Medicine is medical speciality that originated from
the learning of physicians and multidisciplinary teams, through compre-
hensive continual, service provision, in primary care practice, enabling
holistic care. Since the establishment of Family Medicine training in
Thailand in 1999, family physicians have worked with multidisciplinary
teams and have developed effective models of primary care service
delivery. However, there remains very limited published evidence of the
progress made in primary health care development and Family Medicine.

To strengthen the Family Medicine discipline, established evidence
reflecting new knowledge and the value of the work of family physicians
and multidiscipline teams, in primary care settings is needed. This can
be promoted through a network of research collaborations between
research experts from universities and primary care practitioners, to foster
mutual development, from the sharing of different expertise (research
and primary practice), through the development of a research agenda
and knowledge synthesis.

Furthermore, the formation of a system to support continual professional
development, enabling a lifelong experiential learning community of
practice, is another essential mechanism, to promote continuous growth
of family medicine expertise. Lastly, Family Medicine academic progress
needs to be communicated to policymakers and users to make a greater
impact on the whole society. .

Keyword: Academic Progress, Family Medicine, Primary Care, Primary
Health Care
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