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Abstract

Objective: To study the differences in patient characteristics, Nattida Sungsittayakorn, MD™
Thacha Pithayapibulpong, MD, MRCFPT?

Bhorn-ake Manasvanich, MD, MRCFPT3

consultation information, and consultation-to-death duration

between inpatient cancer and non-cancer patients referred to

- . . Department of Family Medicine,
palliative care consultation services. P Y

King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital,

. . . . . The Thai Red Cross Society!
Materials and Methods: This study reviewed inpatient data and
Faculty of Medicine,

Design: A retrospective analytic study

alliative care consultation data of all inpatients who received their
P P Chulalongkorn University?

first palliative care consultation between 1 August 2018 and 31

March 2019. King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital,
Results: Among 247 patients (183 in the cancer group and 64 in the 1}, Thai Red Cross Society?

Geriatric Excellence Center,

non-cancer group), non-cancer patients were significantly older (72.6 *Corresponding Author Email:
+ 16.7 years versus 62.8 + 15.5 years; p-value < 0.001), had poorer nattida.nt8@gmail.com
performance status (82.8% versus 68.3%; p-value 0.026), had higher

median total hospital length of stay (40 days versus 24 days; p-value

0.001) and had higher median admission-to-consultation time (18

days versus 9 days; p-value 0.001) when compared with the cancer

group. According to survival analysis, the difference in consultation-

to-death duration among both groups had no statistical significance

(p-value 0.188).

Conclusion: The non-cancer group received more delayed palliative

care referrals compared with the cancer group, but the consultation-

to-death duration of both groups had no significant differences.

Keywords: palliative care, consultation, cancer, non-cancer disease
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A: Chi-square test; B: Fisher's exact test; C: Survival analysis
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