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Abstract:

Nowadays, family medicine is becoming more interesting for not only Thai but also
foreign medical students around the world. Family physicians have played vital roles in teaching
and managing the learning process for foreign medical students applying for elective rotation
at Sichon Hospital since 2007. The elective rotation objectives include providing mutual learming
experiences for both Thai physicians and international medical students as well as opportunities
for cultural exchange. Learning experiences consist of both hospital and primary care settings,
including community-oriented care and home visits. Over the 12 years, 81 international medical
students from nine countries have been accepted to the rotation. These students primarily
came from the U.S.A (27.16%) and Austria (25.92%) with the majority from European countries.
Results from feedback evaluation show high percentage of congruence between medical
students’ learning goals and provided activities (91.35 %), preceptor’s role as effective learning
facilitator (93.82%) and appropriate study duration (86.42%). Family physicians play major roles
as a preceptor in teaching clinical knowledge and as an advisor in guiding learning process,
facilitating self-reflection and giving feedback for international medical students at the end of
the session. The learning process in this course depends mainly on the individual learners’
self-defining objectives with a preceptor’s mutual agreement and varieties of available learning

experiences. These are key success factors of our elective rotation.
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An example of learning activities for foreign medical students

Date Time(09.00-12.00 hr.) Lunch  Time (13.30-16.00 hr.) Remarks
Monday Orientation / Meeting the hospital | Family Medicine Half Day Conference Aerobic exercise
(5/MAR/19) | director (Dr.Ekarat, Family Physician)

(Dr.Arak Wongworachart)
Tuesday Field experiences in Primary Care | Home Health Care at PCU
(6/MAR/19) | Units (Tha Hin Health Center) (Dr.Ekarat, Family Physician)

(Dr.Ekarat, Family Physician)
Wednesday | Family Medicine Clinic Well Child Clinic Running exercise
(7/MAR/19) | (Dr.Khumphee, Family Physician) | (Nurse Sukolthip, registered nurse)
Thursday Family Medicine Clinic Home Health Care
(8/MAR/19) | (Dr.Ekarat, Family Physician) (Dr.Ekarat, Family Physician)
Friday Palliative Care Clinic Reading/ Self-study Running exercise
(9/MAR/19) | (Dr.Piyanit, Family Physician)
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2019 19 USA, Austria, Germany, France
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A79819 (HesaziauaIngiSeu (Quotes from inter-
national medical students)

Alexia Leccerc tin@nwuwnwngy 5 290 Universi-
ty of Angers, France:

“I think this elective in Sichon was a great
experience. We can see how it works here, for ex-
ample, the health volunteer in the PCU and the
good connection between them and the doctor
and the nurse. All the people are welcoming and

nice. We are very grateful for that.”



Lei Lei WnAnwiunnegd 4 91n Ohio State
University, USA:

“Learning about top diseases that are seen
in the hospital and how they care comparing with
our home institution. Seeing the health care service
delivery in the PCU especially how holistic, integra-
tive and efficient the clinic is. Learning about Thai
people’s perspective or perception about death

and dying process.”
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