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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to assess the readiness of local resources for developing
the area into a low-carbon tourism destination using global sustainable tourism criteria
and to investigate approaches to developing the potential of community based low-
carbon tourism. The study was conducted in Ping Luang Community, Na Muen District,
Nan Province, using a qualitative research methodology based on local tourism
resources guided by resource-based theory, combined with participatory action
research. Data were collected from 60 key informants through in-depth interviews,
focus group discussions, field observation, and brainstorming sessions. Data were
analyzed using content and thematic analyses within the framework of the Bio-Circular
Green (BCG) Economy Model. The results showed that the Ping Luang community
possesses distinctive resources and identities, such as the Pakli fishing tradition and
Makhwaen from Muang Li. The community scored 26 points in the global sustainable
tourism criteria, indicating high readiness in some areas. However, challenges requiring
urgent development include waste management arising from tourism activities. The
research explored four main development approaches: upgrading low-carbon food
tourism, creating environmentally friendly tourism activities, developing a zero-waste
system, and promoting low-carbon travel, to drive the community towards becoming

a balanced and sustainable low-carbon tourism destination in the long term.

Keywords
Community-Based Tourism, Low-Carbon Tourism, Bio-Circular-Green (BCG)

Economy, Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria, Ping Luang Community, Nan Province
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