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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the roles of Mueang Krut and Mueang Klondo within the
cultural landscape during the 17th-18th Buddhist centuries (approximately 12"-13" centuries CE).
The research integrates the concept of cultural landscape with historical and archaeolosgical
evidence found in the area. The study was conducted using the historical research and writing
methodology by surveying and collecting data from both primary and secondary sources,
and analyzing the data through analytic induction. The research findings reveal that Mueang Krut

and Mueang Klondo were connected to Mueang Singh and were influenced by Khmer art during
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the 17"-18" Buddhist centuries. The study indicates that these two ancient cities may have played
dual roles: First, they might have served as central temples (prasats) in small-scale cities,
functioning as community shrines. These were likely established to benefit Angkorian cities in terms
of religious and cultural influence and to serve their political interests. Second, they may have
represented the elevation of local religious sites to conform with the dominant cultural and religious
ideologies of the time. This transformation expressed internal power and development of
communities along the former Khwae Noi River basin, which had grown due to trade and cultural
exchanges with external regions. These roles suggest that the locations functioned as gateways,
checkpoints, or rest stops for pilgrims en route to major religious sites or trade hubs. Both roles
reflect the utilization of topographical and environmental features within the broader context of

cultural development and dynamics—both from within the local area and influenced by external

Khmer artistic and cultural traditions during the 17"-18" Buddhist centuries.

Keywords: Ancient Site of Krut, Ancient Site of Klondor, cultural landscape
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