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ABSTRACT

The research project on “The Social and Cultural Capital and Community-Based
Economic Development in PONG TUK Subdistrict, Tha Maka District, Kanchanaburi Province”
aimed to: 1) Study the social and cultural capital of Phong Tuk Subdistrict, Tha Maka District,
Kanchanaburi Province; and 2) Study economic development approaches for the community
of Phong Tuk Subdistrict, Tha Maka District, Kanchanaburi Province. This study employed
the qualitative research and participatory action research methodologies. The data were collected
from community leaders, local scholars, representatives of elderly groups, community enterprise
representatives, and general residents in the study area. The analysis was conducted using the
concepts of social capital, cultural capital, and participatory community development processes.

The study found that Phong Tuk’s social and cultural capital consists of the following:
The Human Capital where the main ethnic group is Chinese, with a smaller group of Vietnamese
people living in Village 6, Ban Nong Phan Thao, and a Mon ethnic group (Mon Wang Thong);
The Social Capital which includes religious institutions and leaders (e.g., Wat Dong Sak,
Wat Pak Bang) and various community enterprises; The Local Wisdom Capital which includes banana
stalk carving and various types of handwoven crafts; The Economic Capital which includes local
products and souvenirs such as herbal sausages and woven rope bags; The Cultural Capital such
as traditions and significant annual events including the annual Pao Phu Tevalai shrine ceremony,
PONG TUK Ancient Site, Ancient Site No. 1, and Ancient Site No. 2. Important artifacts include a
bronze Chwala lamp and a Greek-Roman-style lamp. Significant temples in the area include Wat
Pak Bang and Wat Dong Sak. The strategies for community economic development based on social
and cultural capital include 1) Developing cultural products derived from local wisdom, and

2) Promoting the area as a historical and archaeological tourism destination.

Keywords: social and cultural capital, grassroots community economic system, Kanchanaburi

province
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