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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the history, evolution, and the phenomenon
of musical competition associated with the Piphat ensemble "Prakongsin
from Suphanburi Province. The study employed a qualitative research methodology,
with data collected from documentary sources, relevant academic studies,
and in-depth interviews with key informants involved in the research issues.
The findings are presented in two parts 1. History and Development: The "Prakong sin"
Piphat ensemble originated from the ensemble of Nai Pleung Ratsamee, established
in 1905 (B.E. 2448). The tradition was transmitted through a kinship system until
it reached Khru Prakong Wisuttiwong. Khu Prakong significantly developed the Mon
Piphat style by decorating the Mon gong circle (Khong Mon) with peacock feathers and
creating a Mon xylophone stand (Ranat Mon) which was an evolution of the Khong
Kratae stand, designed to resemble the Royal Barge Suphannahong, and famously
named the "Rang Hong" (Swan Stand). The ensemble has been passed down to the
current 4th generation, led by Mr. Thanou Wisuttiwong. Mr. Thanou has continued the
development by enhancing the ensemble's formal arrangement, utilizing LED lights to
adorn the instruments, and ensuring the musicians’ attire is modest and professional,
thereby establishing a refined and standardized image for the ensemble. 2.
Competition Phenomenon: The tradition of Piphat competition involved contests
between both Thai-style and Mon-style ensembles. The rival most frequently
encountered was the Duriya Praneet ensemble. Notable featured events include the
12th Thai Music Narration event in 1984 (B.E. 2527) held at the National Theatre on
April 6, 1984, and the 'Prachan Ranad Ek Chon Rang' (Xylophone Competition) held in
2010 (B.E. 2553) at Wat Bang Pla Mo, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province, on March 25,
2011 (B.E. 2554).

Keywords: Wongpiphat, Prakongsin, Development, Prachan, Rang-hong
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a ady Yo a = Y Y ' aay ¥ = > '
MMIMAUATNLIATUIINATELN AURsTE WAt WAy Ah taineiilonaduaiy
nilsludinuiuuinsvewanUseavglnge (@5 AaUussiad) lesnauwazunseladin

frdudveludtdni 51130 w.a. 2494 faa1s avlnea na1alin
“Paingledu Aavusaad @1 lvaunlad) awen uazuigUszney desnegnile idugnfve

wodwviag suFvefuvevagisoulu daed lvae uazituiishvasynmu” (T. Sikkhakosol,

personal communication, May 4, 2024)

MUSPAJ Vol 8 Issue 2 MAY - AUGUST 2026 33



1 ¢ <
a a

gafl 3 AgUsTARY uarueauiing Jgniee

9

Figure 3. Master Prakong and Mrs. Somnit Wisuttivong

Note. © Time Wisuttiwong, 2024. CC BY-NC-ND.

a a ¢ a v A a ' aa
ATUTEABY VT AATU 1 AIveu WA, 2475 UASAULATEIUIEAY FSA LAZUS
iy $edl Weony 8 U daladniinluussiaseioaddlugy aunsenawwigdn 17 danladndang
UszpadlUehniSeununiineiuagnse ausssa A3wnUsedans wivelnes wazdtinuiuuing
YA UTEAYglnee (A5 AaUussad) diNeusiugufe MUlMEUIE Madsquns wgeain
¢ I a o i ¥ = a v v L5 a o
2AYED Wigaiuns Junswknd audad w.e. 2497 AFUTEABAAUNIINGUIINIAGNTIUYT 1
AU Yszaunsanlasuiniamnsdnivevesneny Masesssdounsussia n1swaenie
wargULULPe9e nllinasgu wasiduiiveusuveseuludeny
wasanuiene Ase W@edinlud w.e. 2509 AjUszAosivinuIigualtdnmeiaiue
noandn1 lneAuuginvesunsfiy Sl laueunsnpupvun 3 29 1wl 8,000 UM
y v o o ¥ T v o «
nuuAgUszaes lausznavandnsuanussasdnmesey wasiduaivesndnmeuagiiy
(X% o A gj = a a o ' o ¢ ¥ = a « i i
i teeihdeveinuwes wsndudermusswazifudnifalamie Jadndu “wsdnmennus
Uszaasdal” Juvaniing Javdiey iWdundiawazsiuduimuigluuunndniveaudui
N80T 89U8INTHAINITINTFUIALTENIT “T19M98”7 UATIUUNYINUUTEAUUULAT DY
auns duwatunnsdnmeUszassfaUiitodosnunisuiuugeguuuuandnme auduwuy
wulvivndnveauzduludmingnssays swbswinlnaies Jadusinguddgivia

TAansiausdnmeepnelUlurennsUssresday

MUSPAJ Vol 8 Issue 2 MAY - AUGUST 2026 34



H 1
a a

gAfl 4 WIESY NTY

q

Figure 4. Mr. Thanoo Wisuttiwong
Note. © Time Wisuttiwong, 2024. CC BY-NC-ND.
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garadwmeduzunn (wa. 2474 - 2509)

Figure 5. Wong PiPhat Sorndewarat or Wong Piphat Chipakhao.
Note. © Time Wisuttiwong, 2024. CC BY-NC-ND.
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Figure 6. Rang Hong.

Note. © Time Wisuttiwong, 2025. CC BY-NC-ND.
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Figure 7. The Piphat Ensemble Prakongsin during the Era of
Master Thanou Wisuttiwonsg.

Note. © Time Wisuttiwong, 2025. CC BY-NC-ND.
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Figure 8. The Piphat Ensemble Competition at Wat Phra Phiren in 1977.
Note. © Time Wisuttiwong, 2025. CC BY-NC-ND.
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