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Abstract

The article aims to study the comparative of Thai and Japanese higher
education. This article is descriptive research from documentary analysis and visiting
university in Japan. The researchers study and analyzes the educational
components of university in Thailand and Japan in 7 areas: Results of the study
revealed that 1) Higher education system: the duration of study in the university in
Thailand and Japan is the same for four years for a degree, two years for a master's
degree, and three years for a doctoral degree. All Japanese’s candidates who
sufficient experience in thesis can be submitted through a thesis without study in
the university. Teaching system is focusing on practical learning. And the specialized
universities can support the profession and the need of the job market more than
Thailand. 2) Higher education policy and philosophy: both Thailand and Japan have
a similar educational philosophy and education policy that focuses on developing
people with knowledge who can design innovation and creativity for development
the country. 3) Government support: both private and government Universities in
Japan, is supported from the Ministry of Education and the private sector. For Thai
universities has own management and some of them focus on the number of
students rather than the quality. 4) Research promotion: In Japan, there is the
national organization to manage educational researches. But in Thailand have none.

There are Japanese researchers more than Thai researchers. At the same time, both
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Thailand and Japan lacked appropriate research assessments.  Including
dissemination of research results and research that cannot do as much as they
should. 5) Performance of university lecturers: in Japan, the remuneration of
professors in the university is higher than in Thailand. And Japan has an advisor
system that encourages and be closer with students. 6) University Admissions exam:
both Thailand and Japan have different entrance examination systems. Students
can choose to study in a college or university. 7) Teaching the third language in
university: both Thailand and Japan have similar language barriers. For 3 language
teaching in university, Japan will focus on students that can communicate and
understand both language and culture of their country. In Thailand, many courses
are focusing on grammatical. Finally, the approach of application Japanese
education system to the Thai education system is development of education at all
the times and focusing on practical teaching. All students learn for practical more
than memorization. At any rate we should consider the difference area too.

Keywords: Comparative Education, Higher Education System, Thai Education

system, Japanese Education system
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