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Abstract

This academic article aims to examine and analyze the legality of exercising the right of self-
defense under the United Nations Charter in the context of the use or threat of nuclear weapons,
focusing on the case study of the conflict between the United States, the State of Israel, and the
Islamic Republic of Iran. This study employs a documentary research methodology, analyzing the
UN Charter, international humanitarian law, relevant treaties, and jurisprudence from the
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

The study reveals that although a State may invoke the right of self-defense in situations
involving an attack on its territorial integrity, the practical use of nuclear weapons significantly
violates the fundamental conditions for the use of force. Due to their immense destructive power
and the inability to limit their devastating scope, nuclear weapons are fundamentally
incompatible with the principles of necessity and proportionality. Furthermore, the use of nuclear
weapons inevitably violates the principle of distinction between civilians and military targets,
thereby breaching international humanitarian law, which holds the status of an absolute
peremptory norm (jus cogens). Therefore, invoking the right of self-defense to legitimize the use
of nuclear weapons cannot be justified under the current framework of international law.
Keywords: International humanitarian law, Right of self-defense, Nuclear weapons, Principle of

proportionality, Jus cogens
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