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Abstract

This article examines the existence of animism in the vernacular houses of the Pakagenyor
and Phlong ethnic groups in Li District, Lamphun Province, Thailand. It explores animism as a
symbolic system of belief manifested through both the physical and cultural spaces of vernacular
architecture, reflecting the values of goodness, truth, and beauty that underpin the community’s
worldview and way of life. The findings reveal that significant architectural elements, including
the principal pillar, hearth, staircase, ta leaw (protective symbolic structure), and ritual spaces,
possess profound symbolic meanings that connect humans with nature, ancestors, and
supernatural forces. These symbolic representations function as cultural boundary markers that
regulate social behavior, transmit local knowledge and values across generations, and reinforce
ethnic identity amid contemporary social transformation. Furthermore, the existence of animism
extends beyond a spiritual belief system to serve as a cultural mechanism for maintaining balance
between humans and the environment, between the past and the present, and between local
traditions and globalization. The study highlights the role of vernacular houses as spaces for
cultural communication through which belief systems, cultural memory, and community values
are preserved and continually reproduced, contributing to the sustainable transmission of cultural
heritage and cultural equilibrium.

Keywords: Animism, Vernacular Houses, Pakagenyor and Phlong, Belief Symbols, Cultural Balance
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