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Abstract

This research aimed to examine: (1) The level of political popularity, (2) The relationship
between the Sangahavatthu 4 and political popularity, and (3) A Buddhist-integrated approach to
promoting political popularity among local politicians in Ban Pong District, Ratchaburi Province.
The sample consisted of 390 citizens aged 18 years and over. Quantitative data were analyzed
using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.
Additionally, qualitative data were collected through in-depth interviews with nine key informants
and analyzed using descriptive content analysis. The findings revealed that: (1) The overall level
of political popularity was moderate (2.79); (2) There was a moderate positive correlation between
the Sangahavatthu 4 and political popularity (R = 0.597*%), statistically significant at the 0.01 level,
thus supporting the research hypothesis; and (3) Buddhist-integrated for enhancing political
popularity involves four key elements: dana (charitable giving and community engagement),
piyavaca (kind and respectful speech), atthacariya (acts of public benefit and crisis support), and
samanattata (equitable and ethical conduct). These principles foster trust, closeness, and moral
integrity, thereby enhancing the political appeal of local leaders.

Keywords: Buddhist Integration; Promotion Political Popularity; Local Politicians ; Ratchaburi Province.
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