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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) study the history and Buddhist teachings related
to the San Don Ta tradition in Surin Province; and 2 ) integrate Buddhist
teachings found in the San Don Ta tradition into the Social Studies, Religion,
and Culture curriculum in accordance with the 2008 Basic Education Core

Curriculum. The research process comprises two main steps: 1) a document
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study, including the Tipitaka, academic texts on Buddhism, and relevant
research; and 2) fieldwork, involving interviews with key stakeholders, such as
school administrators, social studies department heads, teachers, academic
scholars, supervisors, and students from schools incorporating San Don Ta into
their curriculum. The interviews were conducted using a purposive sampling
method, and the data were analyzed descriptively. The findings reveal that the
San Don Ta tradition is rooted in beliefs about the mystical power of ancestral
spirits. Ritual practices include offerings to ancestors, ceremonies to appease
spirits, and merit-making at temples for the deceased. Buddhist teachings
observed in the San Don Ta tradition include: 1) dedicating merit and observing
precepts; 2) honoring and remembering the virtues of ancestors; 3) performing
rituals appropriately; 4) practicing gratitude and reciprocity; and 5) adhering to
the principles of sangahavatthu (the bases of social solidarity), which promote
sharing and mutual support within families and communities.Integrating these
teachings into educational curricula provides students with practical skills for
daily life and fosters an appreciation for local traditions. Through participation
in activities and curriculum integration, students gain a deeper understanding of
the San Don Ta tradition's values, encouraging a sense of cultural awareness
and respect for their heritage in alignment with the core principles of the Basic
Education Curriculum.

Keywords: Integration of Buddhist teachings, Sandonta tradition, Educational

institution curriculum, According to the basic education core curriculum
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