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Abstract

This article has three objectives; 1) to study the state of coexistence of
other religious people’s faiths in Tipitaka, 2) to study the Buddhist method of
coexistence of other religious people’s faiths in Patika-Sutta, and 3) to integrate
the Buddhist method of peaceful coexistence of other religious people’s faiths
in the present society. The qualitative research methodology focused on
documentary research by studying the data from Tipitaka, Atthakatha, and field-

works research was conducted by interviews with a group of doctoral degree in
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Buddhism students and experts who have experiences in teaching Tipitaka. The
result of the study of the state of coexistence of other religious people’s faiths
in Tipitaka found that Buddhist society was influenced by the Indus Valley
Civilization, which was divided into sixteen regions. Religious institutes were the
origin of beliefs, devotion, and human behavior in society. It was an important
institution to contribute to the customs, traditions, and manners of society. The
social state of India in the Buddha’s period was considered there were many
diversities of schools, and Brahmanism or Hinduism was the most influential

religion. The result of the study of the Buddhist method of coexistence of other
religious people’s faiths in Patika-Sutta found that there are three ways that the
Lord Buddha used to attitude with other different religious people; 1) SAmaggl-

dhamma: harmony (Samannachanda: mutual respect), the Lord Buddha never
objected non-Buddhist monks but he always visited and exchanged ideas,
because he realized that there are many diversities of schools which still exist in
the society of India. He also was generous to the followers of other religions,
which is one reason Buddhism is admired by those of other faiths. 2) Santi-
dhamma: peace (compromise), Buddhism was born among the diversities of
beliefs in society, after the enlishtenment of the Lord Buddha, he proclaimed his
teachings, changed adaptable teachings, and modified alternative ways to the
people in the period. Especially, mutual respect was important, and the most
important is “the establishment of ethics of coexistence”, which all can be
accepted. 3) Respect for individual freedom, throughout the Buddha’s life, he
never forced anyone to become his disciple. Their intellectual freedom was not
forced to believe in Buddhism, whether it is to admit a person to become a monk
or Buddhist, even a person who will recant to respect Buddhism, that is individual
freedom without imposed any rules or regulations. The result of the study of
the Buddhist method of peaceful coexistence of other religious people’s faiths
in the present society found that there consists of seven methods; 1) acceptance
of other religious or doctrine ideas, 2) freedom of religious respect, 3) paying
respect with the sympathy of hospitality, 4) communication with other religions

by reality, 5) interaction in the case of conflict of beliefs, 6) point of parties and
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point of difference, and 7) the attitude for interaction and using appropriate
method to the audience. These methods will contribute to the creation of a

peaceful and harmonious society.

Keywords: Buddhology, Living Together, Various Religious People, The Patika
Sutta
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