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The role of students in Thai politics
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Abstract

every era Students have clearly played a role in the political development of Thailand
due to the change of government since 1932. The results of higher education reform from
the reigns of King Rama V - King Rama VIl led to a group of Thai people who Receiving higher
education from abroad has returned to cause a change in Thai government from an absolute

monarchy to a regime in which the monarchy is under the constitution. and the leader in that
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change Later, most of them became Thai political leaders. Throughout history, Thai political leaders
have always recognized the importance of education. Therefore, higher education has been
promoted and supported, but in a manner that will not be hostile to government. For this reason,
together with other causes such as political conditions, sovernance, society, and the values of Thai
society. As a result, education after 1932 onwards had little role in political development in the
true sense. If there are some, it is more theoretical. In addition, in the past, most students behaved
in a way that they did not pay much attention to politics. Exposure to news and knowledge,
attitudes, and participation in promoting democratic governance was relatively low. But after 1971,
some groups of students who were interested in participating in politics expressed their desire. to
participate in politics coupled with pressure from internal and external political events that affect
education causing students who have some interest in politics It has become an important
mechanism for demanding participation in politics and governance of the country. by resisting the
dictatorship at that time and received a great deal of support from the students themselves as
well as the general public. Making it possible to change the political situation in a big way on
October 14, 1973 until the present, 2020 - 2024, the nature of those movements It began to
become clearer again. As a result of being deprived Too many rights and freedoms. However,
political awareness among students is still limited. And it is an awakening that is more a reaction
to the dictatorial forces that have been oppressing for a long time than an awakening that follows
a methodical process of political training. Because the grouping of students before and after 14
October 1973 still modeled the centralization of power on a group of individuals rather than taking
into account democratic principles. student leaders themselves after the spread of democracy
There is a tendency to abandon the democratic process and turn to "mass power" as a tool to
decide problems. In this sense, it can be said that Thai education from 1932 until the present

Therefore, it does not play much of a role in the political development of Thailand.
Keywords: role, participation, democratic principles
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