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The Southern Border Provinces of Thailand at Teacher Education Institution

in Upper Northern Thailand
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Abstract

Objective: 1) to study the cross-cultural learning adaptation of Muslim pre-service teachers
from the southern border provinces studying at teacher education institutions in upper
northern Thailand, and 2) to develop policy recommendations to support the cross-cultural
learning adaptation of Muslim pre-service teachers from the southern border provinces for
teacher education institutions in upper northern Thailand.

Methodology: This study is qualitative research. The target area is Khun Khao University
(pseudonym). Data was conducted in 2 phases: Phase 1 studied cross-cultural learning
adaptation through document study, field observation, and semi-structured interviews with 12
Muslim pre-service teachers. Phase 2 involved policy recommendation formulation by drafting
policy proposals from data in Phase 1 and critically discussing the policy proposals with 5
Muslim student club leaders from higher education institutions in upper northern Thailand.
Data was collected from July 2023 to June 2024 and analyzed using content analysis.
Research findings: 1) The cross-cultural learning adaptation of Muslim pre-service teachers
can be categorized into 3 dimensions: i) Adapting Muslim practices in a new cultural
environment ii) Negotiating and creating learning spaces aligned with Muslim practices iii)
Adapting and learning to construct a Muslim pre-service teachers’ identity. 2) The study
recommends that teacher education institutions implement policies and practices to facilitate
the adaptation and learning of Muslim pre-service teachers in 5 key areas: facilities, extra-
curricular activities, curriculum and instruction, professional teaching experience, and staff.

Additionally, these institutions should adopt policies that support and encourage non-Muslim

LPh.D. (Education, Multicultural Education), Assistant Professor, School of Education, University of Phayao
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students to learn about and understand the religion and cultural practices of Muslim students

from the southern border provinces.

Contributions: Teacher education institutions in upper northern Thailand can adapt in designing and

establishing specific policies according to their institutional contexts that support cross-cultural learning

adaptation of Muslim pre-service teachers from the southern border provinces of Thailand.

Keywords: Cross-Cultural Learning, Muslim Pre-service Teachers, Northern Thailand
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Abstract

Objective: This research aims to study the roles of Muslim parents in promoting a growth
mindset among kindergarteners in schools under the special development zones in the
southern border provinces. The study focuses on three aspects: Being a role model, providing
a psychological environment, and supporting children learning from the failure.
Methodology: The sample consisted of 380 Muslim parents of kindergarteners who enrolled
in kindergarten level 1-3 in schools under Special Education Area Office 1, covering Pattani,
Yala, and Narathiwat provinces. The research instrument was a questionnaire for parents. Data
were analyzed using frequency distribution, percentages, mean, and standard deviation.
Research Findings: The results indicated that Muslim parents promoted a growth mindset
among kindergarten children at a high overall level (M=4.01). When considering each aspect,
the highest mean score was found in providing a psychological environment (M=4.13),
followed by supporting children learning from the failure (M=3.97), and being a role model
(M=3.94).

Contributions: A study of parents’ roles in fostering preschoolers’ growth mindset can serve
as a guideline for parents in promoting a growth mindset in preschool children, including
guidelines and policy proposals for fostering early childhood children to have a growth

mindset.

Keywords: Growth Mindset, Parents, Kindergarteners, Special Development Zones,

Southern Border Province.
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Consumer Behavior in Selecting Halal-Certified Food Products Among
Residents of the Nupo Temporary Shelter for Refugees Fleeing
Conflict, Umphang District, Tak Province
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Abstract

Objective: To compare the factors influencing consumers' purchasing decisions for halal-
certified food products with personal factors, and to study the purchasing behavior of
consumers regarding halal-certified food products.

Methodology: Data were collected from 382 consumers in the refugee shelter area in Ban
Nu Po, Umphang District, Tak Province, using questionnaires. The data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
Inferential statistics, such as the t-test for comparing the means of two groups and the F-test
for comparing the means of more than two groups using one-way ANOVA and LSD for pairwise
comparisons, were also used. The significance level was set at 0.05.

Research findings: Overall, consumers consider the factors influencing their decision to
purchase Halal-certified food products in the refugee shelter area to be of moderate

importance. When considering individual aspects, the highest importance was given to the
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product itself, followed by price. Hypothesis testing revealed significant differences in the
importance of these factors based on gender, age, education, occupation, and income levels
at the 0.05 level of significance. In terms of purchasing behavior, consumers preferred to buy
from fresh markets and chose semi-processed Halal foods, primarily due to religious
adherence. Most consumers purchased Halal food 1-2 times a week for family consumption,
with family members being the main influencers and information sources about Halal food.
The average spending per purchase was less than or equal to one hundred baht.

Contributions: The research findings provide guidelines for food manufacturing companies
targeting Muslim consumers to plan their marketing strategies effectively concerning product
development, pricing, distribution, and promotions to suit their customer base. This research
also offers information and directions for those interested in studying consumer behavior

towards Halal-certified products.

Keywords: Halal food, Temporary shelter areas, Conflict refugees, Food purchasing

behavior
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Abstract

Objective: This research aimed to examine the factors and ranking of factors affecting the
Al-Wasatiyyah of students in the Faculty of Islamic Studies, Prince of Songkla University.
Methodology: This research used a survey research method. Data were collected by
questionnaires from a sample of 241 respondents and analyzed using descriptive statistics,
including frequency and percentage.

Research findings: It was found that the factor that had the most effect on Al-Wasatiyyah
was the social factor, with 207 respondents, or 17.6 percent. The second factor was the family
factor, with 192 respondents, or 16.3 percent. The factor of the dormitory care system had
the least effect, with 42 respondents, or 3.6 percent. The result of the ranking of the factors
that had the most effect on Al-Wasatiyyah of the students found that the family factor had
the most effect, with 164 respondents, or 68.0 percent. The second factor was the social
factor, with 88 respondents, or 36.5 percent. The mosque factor had 57 respondents, or 23.7
percent. The factor of the dormitory care system and various media had the least effect, with
103 respondents, or 42.7 percent.

Implications: Educational institutions, families, society and personnel involved in student
care can use the results of this research as a guideline to instill and promote students in living

according to the principles of Al-Wasatiyyah appropriately in a multicultural society.

Keywords: Factors, Al-Wasatiyyah, Students
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The Development of Reading Comprehension Skill on Al-Akhlaq
Subject Using the Storyline for Primary School Students, Year 6

Sukiman Mama!

Muhammadsuhaimi Haengyama?

Abstract

Objectives: 1) to find the efficiency of the learmning management plans on reading
comprehension using the Storyline, 2) to develop reading comprehension skills by using the
Storyline, 3) to compare learning achievement between, before and after studying using the
Storyline, 4) to study the students' satisfaction towards learning management using the

Storyline.

Methodology: The sample group consisted of 23 primary school students of year 6/1 at
Ban Sa-ae school by purposive sampling. Research technique instruments used were 1) learning
management plans for developing reading comprehension skills on the al-Akhlag subject using
storyline, 2) al-Akhlaqg reading comprehension test using Storyline, 3) learning achievement
test between before and after learning on the al-Akhlag subject using the Storyline and 4)
students’ satisfaction questionnaire towards learning management by using Storyline.
Research findings: 1) the efficiency of the learning plans for reading comprehension using
Storyline on al-Akhlaqg subject at 83.15/85.22, which is higher than the standard criteria 70/70
as defined, 2) the results of developing reading comprehension skills by using the Storyline on
al Akhlag subject for primary school students of year 6, the value was higher than the criteria
of 70 percent which is equal to 82.03, 3) the comparison result of learning achievement
between before and after learning by using the Storyline on al-Akhlag subject for primary

school students, year 6, was (25.57 > 19.87) with a statistically significant difference of 0.05 and

! Graduate studies of Teaching Islamic Education. Faculty of Education, Yala Rajabhat University
2 Ph.D (Islamic civilization) Assistant Professor, Lecturer of Teaching Islamic Education. Faculty of Education, Yala
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4) the satisfaction of primary school students, year 6 towards the learning management by
using the Storyline on al-Akhlaq subject in overall was at a high level 4. The satisfaction of
primary school students, in year 6 towards learning management using the Storyline on al-
Akhlaqg subject for primary school students, year 6 in overall was at a high level.

Contribution: This research can be used for academic proposes in terms of developing a

model for teaching and learning Islamic studies.

Keywords: Learning, Management, Storyline, Reading, Skill
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Political Opinions of Thai Muslims on Social Media on Policies of

Political Parties in Thailand’s General Election on 14™ May 2023
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Abstract

Objectives: This article examines Thai Muslims’ political opinions on social media and the

policies of political parties in Thailand's general election on 14 May 2023.

Methodology: The authors employed the concept of political Islam as a framework to
analyze and observe the political opinions of Muslims expressed through social media during
the political parties' campaign period leading up to the May 14, 2023, election. The study
period spanned from January to May 2023. The social media platforms examined included
Facebook and its related features, such as Facebook pages, Reels, and Stories. The content
analyzed encompassed Facebook pages of various news agencies, both from the broader Thai
society and Muslim-specific outlets; pages of Muslim politicians; pages of various political
parties; as well as personal Facebook accounts of Muslim scholars and the general Muslim
populace.

Research findings: The study revealed that Thai Muslims exhibit distinct characteristics
compared to non-Muslims when expressing political opinions on Facebook. A segment of the
Muslim population utilizes an Islamic worldview to support arguments against opposing views

on Facebook, particularly concerning policies proposed by political parties. The research team
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analyzed the political opinions of Thai Muslims during the period leading up to the May 14,
2023, election, categorizing them into seven types: Conservative Perspective, Liberal
Perspective, Malay/Muslim Perspective, Hybrid Perspective, Candidate-Centric Perspective,
Abstention from Selecting Any Candidate or Political Party and Non-Participation in Voting.

Contribution: The study introduces factors that potentially caused the differences among
Muslim's political opinions. It explores how different groups of Thai Muslims prioritized social
and political issues differently and how they conceived the information differently, particularly
concerning Southern Thailand's unrest. In the future, the challenging prospect for Thai Muslims
is probably to have a political party that can suit the demand and be "a hope" of the entire

Muslim communities in Thailand beyond liberal or conservative parties.

Keywords: Politics, Policy, Political Party, Election, Muslim
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Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this study is to evaluate the present level of Islamic financial
literacy and inclusion of Muslims in five southern border provinces of Thailand as well as to
analyse how they could influence financial decision-making and economic behaviour.
Methodology: This study examines Islamic financial literacy and participation of Muslims in
Thailand’s five southernmost. A mixed-methods research design was employed, using
questionnaires to collect quantitative data from Muslim sample and semi-structured
interviews to gather qualitative data from workers in organisations that are associated with
Istamic finance.

Research findings: Based on the findings, respondents had basic Islamic financial
knowledge but struggled with complex concepts. Despite awareness of Islamic financial
services, there was a negative perception due to perceived similarities with conventional
banks. Overall, financial literacy was neutral to positive. Additionally, over 50% of the
participants were unable to access Islamic financial services. Key barriers comprised a lack of
trust, high costs, and insufficient documentation, highlighting the need for improved education
and tailored financial products.

Contributions: This research contributes to the corpus of knowledge by gathering a
significant amount of data on the patterns of Islamic financial inclusion and literacy and how
they relate to Thailand's Islamic financial sector. Considering that there is a Muslim minority
in Thailand, this information could be used to encourage economic growth in the larger

community and to advertise business opportunities to all demographics. Additionally, this
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research adds to the body of literature by illuminating the significance of Islamic finance in
expanding financial access in Thailand and its potential to strengthen the nation's financial

market.
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Introduction

In Thailand's development plan, financial inclusion and financial literacy are
acknowledged as essential objectives. The International Survey of Financial Literacy
Competencies, which was carried out by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) / International Network on Financial Education (INFE) in 2022, Thailand’s
financial literacy score is 71.4%, which is higher than the OECD average. According to the Bank
of Thailand's financial inclusion survey, Thai households' financial access rose from 98.7% in
2018 to 99.7% in 2020. However, there is a lack of information regarding Islamic financial
literacy (IFL) and Islamic financial inclusion (IFI) among Muslims in Thailand. Furthermore, the
usual model that underpins the current surveys ignores the beliefs of Muslim participants.
Therefore, this study is conducted to identify how many Thai Muslims have access to Islamic
financial services and how well they comprehend the idea of Islamic banking.

The largest minority religion in Thailand is Islam, with about 4.9% of the population,
or 3.2 million Muslims. The five southernmost provinces—Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat, Satun, and
Songkhla—are home to around two-thirds (National Statistical Office, 2010 cited in Pattani
Economy, 2019). Muslims in Thailand enjoy the same assistance and safety provided to all
civilians. They are entitled to engage in their social and religious endeavours. With the King as
the Head of State, they also have the same rights in politics as other civilians in a democratic
government, free from prejudice.

Islamic finance was first implemented in the country in 1987, when an association of
Muslims established the Pattani Islamic Saving Cooperative to manage finances. Approximately
thirty Islamic cooperatives are now active in Thailand. Most of them are situated in the
southern border provinces. The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives oversaw the
establishment of the Islamic cooperative, which was made possible under the Cooperatives
Act. This Act distinguishes between six different kinds of cooperatives, with the Islamic
cooperative primarily falling within the service and saving cooperative category (Cheumar et
al., 2017).

A declaration known as "Interest-Free Units" was made by the Bank of Thailand in
1998, allowing commercial banks and Specialised Financial Institutions (SFIs) to introduce
financial services that are Islamic. In 1999, the government designated the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) to offer Islamic finance through Islamic windows because

of this declaration. The Islamic Bank of Thailand (iBank) was subsequently founded in 2002 as
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an SFI under the Ministry of Finance's supervision. The bank provides a range of Islamic
financial services, from sale-based products to deposit accounts. The bank's primary goal is to
act as an intermediary in banking for Muslims in Thailand especially in the deep south region.

For other services, Amanah Leasing is the sole provider of Islamic leasing services in
the country. The business offers clients a number of Islamic leasing services, including vehicle
leasing and hire purchase. Additionally, several Takaful operators and Islamic investment
companies have established themselves in the country to offer services that adhere to Islamic
principles. These services include Shari’ah-compliant insurance and wealth management
solutions designed to meet the needs of clients seeking religiously aligned financial products.

These Islamic financial institutions are essential to the development of the southern
border provinces. The study by Sarntisart and Pholsorn (2018) found that economic growth in
the area not only boosts general economic activity but also increases the demand and
utilisation of Islamic financing. As the region continues to expand economically, businesses
and individuals increasingly seek out financial products that align with their cultural and
religious values.

This study was conducted in 2020 and 2022, and it was sponsored by the Ministry of
Higcher Education, Science, Research, and Innovation. The data was collected from Muslims

and Islamic financial organisations in Thailand's five southernmost provinces.

Research Objectives

This research intends to evaluate the current state of IFL and participation of the
local Muslims in the five deep south provinces of Thailand and to analyse how they could
impact financial decision-making and economic behaviour.

Literature Review and Conceptual Framework

IFL refers to the application of Islamic financial knowledge, attitudes, and behaviours
in managing financial resources and making decisions according to the rules of Islam (Abdullah
et al,, 2022; Suwarsi et al,, 2022). From this perspective, Alfarisi et al. (2020) provided the
following explanations for each element: Islamic financial knowledge is the comprehension of
Shari'ah jurisprudence in the Islamic finance framework; Islamic financial attitude is the
disposition toward Islamic financial services; and Islamic financial behaviour is the conduct
exhibited when using Islamic financial products. Given the importance of IFL, it is crucial to
understand its role in enhancing financial decision-making and fostering economic well-being

in Muslim communities (Yunus et al., 2021). According to Trianto et al. (2021) IFL also
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empowers individuals to engage with Islamic financial products effectively, thereby
contributing to the expansion of the Shari’ah-compliant financial sector.

Based on empirical studies, IFL can be measured using three dimensions: Islamic
financial knowledge, attitude, and behaviour. Islamic financial knowledge can be assessed by
examining the comprehension of the fundamentals of Islamic finance (Abdullah et al., 2022),
familiarity with Islamic finance-related terms (Rozikin and Sholekhah, 2020), and ability to solve
computation questions (Yunus et al.,, 2021). Islamic financial attitude can be measured by
evaluating awareness and perceptions of Islamic finance (Alfarisi et al., 2020). Various
investigations have been conducted to measure Islamic financial behaviours (e.g., Aisyah and
Seapuloh, 2019; Yunus et al,, 2021). They developed questions that focus on Shari'ah-based
personal financial management and planning. The measurement framework for IFL is
illustrated in the figure below.

Figure 1 The Framework for Assessing Islamic Financial Literacy

Islamic Financial
Knowledge
Islamic Financial > Islamic Financial
Literacy Attitude

Islamic Financial
Behaviour

IFI refers to having access to Islamic financial services and products (Abdullah et al.,
2021). The presence of interest, uncertainty, gambling, and sinful transactions, however, makes
the traditional banking system unsuitable for Muslims. Islamic financial institutions have been
set up all over the world to meet this requirement. The establishment of these organisations
has been crucial in helping Muslim customers save, raise money, and make investments in a
manner that is in line with their religious beliefs (Kandji, 2024). Additionally, the Alliance for
Financial Inclusion (AFI) acknowledged that financial stability, social justice, and economic
prosperity can result from having access to Islamic financing (AFI, 2024). Moreover, the rise of
IFI has given non-Muslim customers another choice for financing (Abdullah et al., 2021).

Most empirical studies have utilized similar indicators to measure IFl, with three major
indicators being widely recognised. Financial access is the first indicator. Prior research has
examined the level of account ownership in financial institutions to gauge access to financial
services (e.g., Abdullah et al., 2021; Kamarni et al., 2022). The second indicator is financial

usage. The use of financial products has been explored in numerous research by assessing
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account utilisation and its frequency. The third indicator is barriers. Considering a literature
review, the Global Findex's list of self-reported obstacles to utilising formal accounts has been
used in most recent research. These barriers include seven common explanations for not
owning a bank account: distance to financial service providers, the cost of financial services,
joint use of financial services, lack of trust in financial institutions, documentary requirements,
lack of money, and religious reasons. The following figure shows the IFI measurement
framework.

Figure 2 The Measurement Framework of Islamic Financial Inclusion

Islamic Financial
Access

Islamic Financial
Usage

\ Islamic Financial

Barriers

Islamic Financial
Inclusion

Methodology

This study falls under the category of mixed-method research since it used both
quantitative and qualitative techniques to gather data from primary sources. The data for
quantitative research were gathered via a questionnaire. The research area chosen was the
five southern border provinces of Thailand, including Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat, Songkhla, and
Satun, and questionnaires were distributed to Muslim respondents. Yamane's (1967) formula
was used to compute the study's sample at a 5% precision level, accordingly, a sample of 400
was chosen for data collection.

Nonetheless, Robson (2011) recommended that it is preferable to send more
questionnaires than originally indicated in order to avoid issues with outliers and data entry
errors. Thus, it was decided to distribute 100 questionnaires in each province. Out of the 500
questionnaires that were initially issued, 437 were found to be valid and acceptable, yielding
an 87.4 percent response rate. The questionnaire is organised into three sections. The first
section captures demographic and economic information, the second component looks at the
level of IFL across three dimensions: financial knowledge, attitudes, and behaviours, while the
last evaluates the status of IFl using three indicators: access, usage, and barriers.

Descriptive statistics were used in this study to clarify the IFL and IFI status of the

selected sample. The initial stage was to describe the demographic data of the respondents
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using frequency measures. The percentage of respondents who scored above and below the
average was then calculated by adding up the IFL scores, which included Islamic financial
knowledge, Islamic financial attitudes, and Islamic financial behaviours. Meanwhile, frequency
distribution analysis is used to determine the important trends in the findings of financial
inclusion. Furthermore, the standard deviation was computed during the analysis to gauge the
degree to which the data deviated from the mean score.

For qualitative data, a semi-structured interview was used to explore the subject of
interest. Purposive sampling was used to choose the interview sample, involving thirteen
participants from Islamic financial-related institutions in the five southern border provinces.
Four informants from Islamic banks were among them. They were selected from iBank regional
branch, provincial branch, Socio-Economic Development in the five Southern Provinces
Department, and BAAC Islamic Banking Fund. There were three informants from Islamic
cooperatives: Ibnu Affan, As-Siddeek, and Ibnu Auf Islamic Cooperative. Three informants were
from Islamic financial companies that are not banks: an Islamic investment firm, an Islamic
leasing company, and a Takaful operator. Two informants were from universities that offer
Istamic studies, namely Fatoni University (FTU) and Prince of Songkhla University (PSU) Pattani
Campus, while one informant was from the Islamic Provincial Council. As a result, the sample
was specifically selected to be diverse in order to gather a wide range of viewpoints.

Five important interview questions were developed to obtain information about the
role of related parties in relation to IFL and IFI, their limitations, and strategies to increase their
levels in the area. Thematic analysis was chosen for data analysis in order to classify significant
themes, which were subsequently utilised to address the goals of the study.

Results

According to the data of the responders, 37.5% were men and 62.5% were women.
Most of them were in the age range of 20 to 49, and the rest belonged to the 18-19 and 60-
79 age brackets. Then, the data indicates that 43.2% of the respondents had obtained a
degree from a university. Regarding monthly income, more than half of the respondents
earned 10,000 Thai Baht a month or less, while only 3.0% acquired more than THB 30,000.

An Analysis of Islamic Financial Literacy and Inclusion in Five Southern Border
Provinces

This section analyses current trends in Islamic financial knowledge and inclusion

among Muslims in the five deep south provinces. Based on Table 1, the sample's average
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Islamic financial knowledge score is 41.6%. The data indicates that many respondents reported
lacking knowledge of Islamic financial terms and how Islamic financial services work. The mean
score for Islamic financial attitude is 52.4%, suggesting a moderately positive outlook; however,
many respondents still do not perceive a clear difference between conventional and Islamic
financial services. In examining Islamic financial behaviour, results reveal that the sample
demonstrate a good understanding of Islamic finance principles and can plan their spending,
savings, and investments in ways that comply with Shari'ah law. The sample's mean score for
IFL, which is determined by adding scores for Islamic financial knowledge, attitude, and

behaviour, is 50.48%, which suggests that the level is slightly above average.

Table 1 Total Score on the Islamic Financial Literacy Test

Standard
Islamic Financial Literacy Item Total Score Mean Percentage

Deviation
Islamic Financial Knowledge 15 6.24 41.6 3.67
Islamic Financial Attitude 5 2.62 52.4 1.23
Islamic Financial Behaviour 5 3.76 75.2 1.63
Level of Islamic Financial Literacy 25 12.62 50.48 4.90

Source: Questionnaire Results

The average score for Islamic financial access is 17.2%, according to the statistics in
Table 2. The region's most popular Islamic financial product is a deposit account. However,
access to other products, such as Islamic credit, insurance, and leasing, is relatively low among
respondents. The sample's overall Islamic finance usage score was 20.5%, indicating that only
one-fifth used Islamic financial services for their transactions during the previous 12 months.
The total IFI score, obtained by combining the values for financial access and usage, was
18.14%. This level is significantly low compared to the 2020 Bank of Thailand survey data,
which reported that 95.7% of the Thai population had access to and used services from formal
financial institutions.

Table 2 Total Score on the Islamic Financial Inclusion Test

Islamic Financial Inclusion Standard
Total Score Mean Percentage
[tem Deviation
Islamic Financial Access 5 0.86 17.2 1.26

N

Islamic Financial Usage 0.41 20.5 0.69
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Level of Islamic Financial
7 1.27 18.1 1.83
Inclusion

Source: Questionnaire Results

Regarding the barriers of IFl, the most reported is not enough money. One-third of
respondents mentioned this obstacle. According to 31.0 percent of respondents, the second
most common barrier is a lack of trust in a financial institution. The next most frequent
explanation, given by 30.3% of those surveyed, is that a financial institution is too distant. The
following mentioned obstacles are not having the required documentation (22.3%) and family
members already having an account (19.5%). Finally, 14.5 percent of respondents said they
were unable to use Islamic financial services because they were too costly or for religious
reasons.

Investigating Islamic Financial Literacy and Inclusion in Islamic Financial Organisations

This section presents a thematic analysis aimed at exploring how IFL and IFI may
influence the financial behaviour of local Muslims. The first theme addresses activities related
to IFL and IFl. Interviewees reported that their institutions actively send staff to schools and
mosques to disseminate understanding of Islamic financial services. Regarding Islamic
cooperatives, it was noted that individuals who become members are enrolled in an intensive
Islamic cooperative program. As stated by the interviewee, this program is created to inform
members about Islamic financial services, rules, and membership perks. Meanwhile, data from
Islamic provincial council indicates that they offer services to resolve disputes arising from
property issues among Muslims. Additionally, both PSU and FTU that offer bachelor’s programs
in Islamic finance studies are responsible for teaching and conducting research to advance
knowledge in this area.

According to IFI data gathered from Islamic banks, the main means of promoting their
financial products in the area were local advertising, including billboards and radio. They also
took part in booth exhibits at mosques, shopping centres, Islamic schools, and Islamic
gatherings. In the case of Islamic cooperatives, representatives are tasked with recruiting new
members and promoting financial goods to current members in each town. Non-bank financial
institutions like Takaful and Islamic leasing companies are employing network marketing by
designating agents to advertise their financial offerings. Based on the data from Islamic

provincial council, the majority of IFI's operations are related to the two pillars of Islamic
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philanthropy: Sadagah and Zakat. In addition, the data shows that in order to support IFI, PSU
and FTU have also set up Islamic funds. According to interviewees, PSU has a welfare fund
that annually awards scholarships to students, while FTU has a fund that assists villagers in
obtaining Halal credit.

The following theme explores factors that might restrict IFL and IFl in the five
provinces. One of the main obstacles to IFL in the area, according to the information obtained
from the interviewees, is the absence of fundamental understanding of Islamic finance. The
majority of those interviewed ascribed this to the inadequate Islamic finance curriculum in
Islamic educational institutions. The second limitation pertains to the deficiency of Islamic
finance expertise among the personnel and administration of Islamic financial institutions. The
third constraint is the limited understanding of the Islamic financial system among religious
leaders, particularly local Imams. The final challenge is the lack of qualified experts in Islamic
finance inside the academic system.

While the most frequently cited limitation of IFI was that many Islamic financial
products are more costly compared to their traditional counterparts. According to the
experiences of most informants, the residents choose to use less expensive credit services
because they find the high cost to be burdensome and oppressive. The second most
frequently cited drawback is the lengthy credit approval procedure, which makes it difficult
for users to meet their needs. Additionally, the data shows that nearly half of the participants
mentioned the lack of required documents as another limitation of IFI. According to them, this
barrier poses challenges for specific groups of individuals. For instance, grassroots workers
frequently lack documentation pertaining to collateral, and vendors usually lack financial
records. Lastly, about a quarter of those interviewed believed that a hurdle to IFl in the area
was a lack of trust in Islamic financial institutions.

The last theme aims to investigate interviewees' perspectives on how to raise the IFL
and IFI levels of Muslims in the region. Three primary approaches can be used to support the
expansion of IFL, according to the interviewees' comments. The first recommendation made
by every interviewee was that Islamic educational systems should create the curriculum for
Islamic finance. The second tactic that could improve IFL is to train employees of Islamic
financial institutions to be aware and capable so they can spread IFL to a wider audience.
Lastly, informants stated that it is essential to enhance public awareness of Islamic finance

throughout the area.
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Also, the respondents discovered a range of methods to raise the IFI level. First, they
thought that in order to increase the role of Islamic finance, the government needed to
promote it. They concurred that additional facilities and infrastructure are needed to enable
the expansion of Shari'ah financial services in Thailand. Additionally, the results showed that
over 50% of the interviewees suggested Islamic financial institutions to create marketing plans
to advertise their current offerings. They claimed that a large portion of the local population
is still ignorant about the services provided by Islamic financial institutions and how they might
help them with their financial needs. Furthermore, those interviewed said that increasing the
use of Islamic financial services in Thailand's deep southern districts might be greatly aided by
product innovation. Discussion

In this part, in-depth qualitative data will be used to further expound on critical views
on the main conclusions of quantitative data. Regarding the status of IFL in Thailand's southern
border provinces, the findings from questionnaires show that the majority of responders are
merely familiar with the basics of Islamic finance. Answering enquiries about Islamic banking
concepts and products continues to be difficult for them. These results aligned with the
opinions of numerous interviewers who claimed that while local Muslims are well-versed in
Islamic doctrine, they lack knowledge of Islamic finance.

According to the survey findings, more than half of the respondents were not able
to access Islamic financial services, which is indicative of the present IFI trends in the region.
Deposits are the most used products for people who are included. This conclusion is in line
with data gathered from interviewees, who noted that Muslim clients of Islamic banks and
cooperatives are mainly depositors and are not particularly interested in loan applications. For
Takaful, even though there are branches in every province, the percentage of policyholders is
still low.

Concerning the challenges posed by IFL, the quantitative data indicates that most
participants lacked knowledge of Islamic financial terms and the differences between
conventional and Islamic financial products. Many interviewees thought that this occurred
because of the Islamic school system's failure to teach fundamental concepts of Islamic
finance. Furthermore, the interviews' findings showed that many workers in Islamic financial
institutions, religious leaders, and instructors at Islamic educational institutions lack Islamic

finance knowledge.

Journal of Islamic Studies, Prince of Songkla University | 102


https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/JOIS

Promoting Sustainable Innovation Through Islamic Financial Literacy and Inclusion in Thailand's Five Southern Border
Provinces

JOIS Homepage: https://s003.tcithaijo.ore/index.php/J0IS | Research Article

Data from interviews and the questionnaire showed both parallels and variations
with regard to IFl's hurdles. The interviews stated that the biggest obstacle was high costs,
whereas the responders mentioned a lack of cash. The findings show that economic conditions
and costs have a significant impact on people's decisions to use Islamic banking services in
areas with poverty and turmoil. Interestingly, both pointed to a lack of documentation and
confidence as key barriers to using Islamic financial services. Nevertheless, only survey data
showed that being too far away was a barrier to accessing Islamic finance, while the majority
of interviewees did not consider physical distance to be important. Additionally, only the
results of the interviews indicated that the primary obstacle was the lengthy credit approval
procedure.

The implications of these findings are highly relevant to sustainable innovation and
economic growth. By addressing the gap in IFL and enhancing the accessibility of IFl, a solid
foundation can be established for fostering financial inclusivity and innovation. Additionally,
integrating IFL into the Islamic educational system and providing targeted training for
professionals in Islamic financial services will enable local communities to better leverage
these resources to drive economic activity. Moreover, the role of Islamic financial institutions
in promoting product diversity and reducing barriers such as high costs and slow credit
approval processes can stimulate entrepreneurship and investment in this underserved area.
These measures, therefore, align with the principles of sustainable innovation, which respect
cultural and religious values, and contribute to economic development in Thailand's deep

southern provinces.

Conclusion and Recommendation

In order to demonstrate the present trends of IFL and IFl in Thailand's deep southern
provinces, both quantitative and qualitative data were evaluated and then discussed in light
of the empirical findings. The research findings then showed the barriers and strategies towards
IFL and IFl in the region. From contextual viewpoints, this study adds to the body of knowledge
by gathering a significant amount of data about IFL and IFl in Thailand's Istamic financial sector.
This information could be used as a tool to encourage economic growth in the larger
community and to advance financial opportunities for all demographics.

Key policies that could raise the region's IFL and IFI levels are listed below. First, the
development of an Islamic finance curriculum and educational resources for the Islamic

educational system should be spearheaded by universities that provide courses in Islamic
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finance. Second, training programs and modules ought to be created for employees of
organisations involved in Islamic finance. Lastly, it should be the responsibility of all Islamic
financial institutions to educate the people about the significance of Islamic finance in the
area.

In @ Muslim-minority nation like Thailand, the government must strongly encourage
efforts to raise the level of IFl, especially when it comes to regulations. Presently, the only
law regulating Islamic finance in Thailand is the Islamic Bank of Thailand Act. Thus, the
government ought to push for the passage of new laws that would make it easier for all Islamic
financial institutions to conduct business. Additionally, the development of diverse and
innovative Islamic financial products is crucial. Furthermore, Istamic almsgiving, like Zakat, may
significantly contribute to the advancement of social justice by enabling the transfer of wealth
to the underprivileged.

Hence, if these policies are successfully implemented, they will have the potential
to create a broader impact, driving sustainable innovation and economic development in the
five southern border provinces of Thailand. This, in turn, could serve as a model for enhancing

Islamic finance in other Muslim-minority regions globally.
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Abstract

Objective: This research study focused on exploring strategies designed to enhance student
engagement within the field of Islamic Studies. The primary objective was to evaluate the
influence of two distinct pedagogical approaches, namely Traditional Islamic Teaching (TIT)
and Problem-Based Learning (PBL), on student engagement—a fundamental pillar of
effective learning.

Methodology: The research employed a mixed-methods research design, combining
quantitative surveys to quantitatively measure levels of student engagement and qualitative
interviews to qualitatively explore students' experiences and perceptions. The study was
situated within an Islamic Studies classroom and focused on a sample of students drawn
from an educational institution.

Research Findings: The study unveiled intriguing findings regarding the influence of
pedagogical methods on student engagement: Traditional Islamic Teaching (TIT) retained its
significance, rooted in Islamic educational traditions, and effectively imparted religious
knowledge and values to students. Problem-Based Learning (PBL) emerged as a
contemporary approach promoting active, student-centered learning, fostering critical
thinking, collaboration, and the practical application of knowledge. PBL demonstrated a
positive impact on student engagement, aligning with modern pedagogical theories

emphasizing active learning, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills.
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Contributions The outcomes of this study bore substantial significance for the field of
Islamic Studies: Educators gain insights into effective pedagogical strategies. Curriculum
designers learn to integrate TIT and PBL to align with modern educational goals. Policymakers

receive data to improve Islamic Studies education, enriching pedagogical practices.
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Introduction

Islamic Studies education is essential in helping students understand Islamic
principles, values, and teachings. Traditionally, instruction in this field has mostly relied on
passive methods, like lectures and textbook-based learning. While these methods are effective
for delivering foundational knowledge, they may fall short in cultivating critical thinking,
engagement, and practical skills among students. With the global trend towards more student-
centered teaching, there is an increasing need to explore how active learning strategies can
be incorporated into Islamic Studies to boost student engagement, critical thinking, and

practical knowledge application.

Research indicates that active learning significantly enhances student outcomes in
religious education, including Islamic Studies. For example, Wan Yusoff, Preece, and Hamzah
(2018) investigated the use of the Philosophical Inquiry Method in Istamic Education and found
that active learning positively influences student engagement, critical thinking, and
understanding of Islamic concepts. These findings highlight the potential for active learning
approaches in Islamic Studies to deepen students’ comprehension and appreciation of

religious teachings.

Similarly, Aji and Khan (2019) demonstrated that active learning techniques, such as
group work, discussions, and hands-on activities, improve academic performance and foster a
positive attitude towards Islamic Education. This research suggests that active learning
methods not only enhance knowledge acquisition but also instill a positive outlook in

students, which is essential for maintaining interest and motivation in Islamic Studies.

Moreover, a study by Omarbek et al. (2022) examined the impact of active learning
on student attitudes and motivation in religsious education. They found that methods like
cooperative learning and project-based activities could positively influence students' attitudes
towards religious education and enhance their enthusiasm for learning. These results
emphasize the need for engaging, interactive pedagogies that encourage active participation

in learning.

While existing research demonstrates the benefits of active learning in Islamic Studies
and religious education more broadly, there is limited research focused on the unique cultural

and religious context of Thailand. Although active learning strategies, including Problem-Based
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Learning (PBL), have been studied in diverse settings worldwide, the specific challenges and
benefits of using these methods in Thai Islamic Studies classrooms are underexplored. Given
Thailand's unique cultural context, including its educational system and religious diversity,
there is a significant need to study how active learning methods, particularly PBL, can be

adapted to fit the specific needs of Thai students studying Islamic Studies.

This study aims to address these gaps by exploring and developing active learning
methods—specifically PBL—that are culturally appropriate and pedagogically effective for
Islamic Studies education in Thailand. By assessing the impact of PBL on student engagement,
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills, this research aims to provide valuable insights for
educators, curriculum developers, and policymakers in Thailand. Integrating PBL and other
active learning strategies can foster a dynamic learning environment that aligns with
contemporary educational goals while respecting the traditions and values of Islamic

education.

Literature Review

Overview of Active Learning Theories and Their Application in Educational
Contexts

Active learning has emerged as a key area of educational research due to its proven
effectiveness in enhancing student engagement, critical thinking, and deeper understanding of
content. Within Islamic Studies, active learning is particularly important as it aligns with the
unique cognitive and ethical demands of teaching Islamic principles. This section presents an
overview of constructivist theories that form the foundation of active learning, with an
emphasis on their application in religious education.

Traditional Islamic Teaching (TIT) in Islamic Studies Education

Islamic Studies education traditionally relied on passive teaching methods, where
knowledge was imparted through lectures, memorization, and textbook-based instruction.
While effective in transmitting fundamental religious concepts and doctrines, this approach
often limited students' opportunities for critical engagement and personal connection to the
material. In an evolving educational landscape, there is a growing recognition of the need to
incorporate more dynamic teaching strategies that foster student-centered learning, critical
thinking, and engagement. Research on Islamic Studies has explored how traditional teaching

methods can be enhanced or supplemented to respond to contemporary educational needs.
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The Emergence and Application of Active Learning in Islamic Studies

Over the years, active learning theories have translated into a variety of instructional
methods and strategies across diverse educational domains. One widely accepted framework
is the Active Learning Model, which underscores the importance of student-centered
instruction, collaborative exercises, and the cultivation of critical thinking. This model suggests
that active learning should engage students in higher-order cognitive processes such as
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation, promoting a more interactive and meaningful learning

experience.

For instance, Mustaffa (2018) examined the use of active learning techniques in
Islamic Studies classes, revealing that strategies like role-playing, group projects, and
multimedia presentations positively impacted student engagement and led to a more in-
depth understanding of Islamic principles. Similarly, Abouzeid (2020) conducted research on
the effects of active learning on students' academic performance and attitudes toward Islamic
Education, finding a strong correlation between active learning techniques and improved
student outcomes. The study suggested that using active learning strategies in Islamic Studies
education not only enhances academic achievement but also cultivates a more favorable

perception of the subject.

Omarbek et al. (2022) further investigated the influence of active learning on
students' attitudes and motivation in religious education, including Islamic Studies. Their
findings demonstrated that active learning methods significantly improved students' attitudes
and motivation, creating a more positive and engaged learning environment. This research
highlights the broader implications of active learning in religious education, emphasizing its

potential to increase students' enthusiasm and commitment to learning Islamic teachings.

Problem-Based Learning (PBL) as a Strategy in Islamic Studies

Problem-Based Learning (PBL), a specific form of active learning, has also been
examined in Islamic Studies education as a means of fostering critical thinking, collaborative
learning, and problem-solving skills. PBL challenges students to solve real-world problems
related to Islamic teachings and principles, encouraging them to apply religious knowledge in
practical and socially relevant contexts. Studies indicate that PBL can be a powerful tool in
Islamic Studies, enabling students to engage deeply with the content and develop essential

cognitive and interpersonal skills.
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Firman et al. (2020) conducted a study on the use of PBL within Islamic Studies
classrooms and found that its application led to increased student engagement, active
participation, and a stronger grasp of Islamic concepts. By facilitating discussions, group
collaborations, and problem-solving exercises, PBL created a more dynamic and interactive

learning environment, allowing students to critically explore Islamic teachings.

Afzal and Abul (2021) also investigated the impact of active learning, particularly
through case studies and role-playing, on students' motivation and learning outcomes in
Islamic Studies. The results showed that beyond improving content comprehension, these
methods were instrumental in fostering critical thinking and analytical skills, which are essential

for interpreting and applying Islamic knowledge in meaningful ways.

Asmawati et al. (2020) compared active learning techniques, including PBL, with
traditional lecture-based methods in Islamic Studies classrooms. Their findings indicated that
students who engaged in active learning displayed higher levels of motivation, retention of
Islamic knowledge, and active participation compared to those in conventional settings. This
study underscores the potential for PBL and other active learning approaches to transform

the Islamic Studies learning experience.

Integrating Active Learning in Islamic Studies Teacher Training Programs

Recognizing the potential of active learning, there is a growing emphasis on
integrating these methodologies into teacher training programs specializing in Islamic Studies.
Hidayatullah (2022) explored the importance of equipping future Islamic Studies educators
with active learning tools and techniques. This research highlighted how training teachers in
active learning approaches not only improves their instructional effectiveness but also
prepares them to engage students more meaningfully with Islamic teachings. By equipping
educators with active learning skills, Islamic Studies education can create more dynamic and

responsive classroom environments that accommodate diverse learning needs.

The literature demonstrates a strong foundation for the use of active learning and
PBL within Islamic Studies, supporting their potential to elevate student engagement,
motivation, and comprehension of Islamic principles. Moving beyond traditional lecture-based
methods, active learning techniques like PBL, case studies, and collaborative tasks offer Islamic
Studies educators new pathways to create immersive and participatory learning environments.

These approaches are uniquely suited to address the complex cognitive and ethical
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dimensions of Islamic education, promoting a holistic understanding and application of Islamic

teachings.

Research Objectives

Objective 1: To Investigate the Impact of Active Learning on Student Engagement:
This primary objective involves a comprehensive exploration of how active learning strategies,
specifically Problem-Based Learning (PBL), influence student engagement within the context

of Islamic Studies classrooms. This investigation entails:

Objective 2: To Assess the Effects of Active Learning on Educational Achievements:
This objective is focused on assessing the broader educational achievements resulting from
the integration of active learning methods into Islamic Studies instruction. This assessment

encompasses:

Research Design

This study adopted a mixed-methods approach, blending quantitative and
qualitative methods to assess the effectiveness of active learning techniques in Islamic Studies
education. Quantitative survey data were combined with qualitative interview responses to
offer a thorough analysis of the outcomes. The qualitative interviews provided additional
context to enhance the understanding of the quantitative findings, capturing students'
individual experiences and perspectives. Instead of analyzing the datasets independently, the
qualitative insights complemented and informed the quantitative results, allowing for a more

comprehensive view of the effects of active learning strategies.

Informants

In the research design, a convenience sample comprising 17 second-year students
from the Department of Islamic Studies International Program, Faculty of Islamic Sciences, was
chosen. A convenience sample involves the selection of participants who are readily
accessible and available for the study. This sampling approach is frequently employed when
the researcher faces constraints in terms of time, resources, or access to a particular

population (Scholtz, 2021).
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Table 1: Demographic Information of Respondents

Students Years of Gender Faculty In this scenario, a convenience
(Codes) Study sample was employed because the
ISIP-01 2 Male Islamic Sciences  researcher had ready access to second-
ISIP-02 2 Male Islamic Sciences  Year students within the Faculty of Islamic
ISIP-03 2 Female  Islamic Sciences  >ciences and aimed to investigate the
ISIP-04 2 Female  Islamic Sciences efficacy of active learning techniques
ISIP-05 2 Female  Islamic Sciences within their educational environment. The
ISIP-06 2 Male Islamic Sciences students were readily available and willing
ISIP-07 2 Male Istamic Sciences to participate in the study.
ISIP-08 2 Female Islamic Sciences However, it's essential to
ISIP-09 2 Female  Islamic Sciences ~acknowledge  that  convenience
ISIP-10 2 Female Islamic Sciences sampling comes  with  certain
ISIP-11 2 Female  Islamic Sciences  drawbacks. As participants  are
ISIP-12 2 Female Islamic Sciences chosen based on their ease of
ISIP-13 2 Female Islamic Sciences

access, the sample may not
ISIP-14 2 Male Islamic Sciences )

accurately represent the entire
ISIP-15 2 Female Islamic Sciences

population or may lack diversity in
ISIP-16 2 Male Istamic Sciences
ISIP-17 2 Male Islamic Sciences terms  of the student body.

Consequently, the applicability of
the study's findings may be restricted to the specific setting and individuals who took part in

the research.

Instrument and Data collection.

In the research, multiple instruments were used for data collection, including
portfolios, pretests, and posttests.

a. Portfolios as Assessment Tools: Portfolios were employed as a means of evaluating
student learning outcomes and offering a comprehensive overview of both their strengths and
areas requiring improvement. Students were given instructions to compile a collection of their
work, which encompassed assignments, projects, reflective pieces, and assessments, over the
duration of the course or a specific time frame. Numerous studies have underlined the efficacy
of portfolios in capturing students' advancements and accomplishments (Johnson & Brown,

2016; Burner, 2014).
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Pretests: Prior to the commencement of the active learning intervention or
instructional program, students underwent initial assessments known as pretests. The
objective of these pretests was to gauge students' foundational knowledge, competencies,
and grasp of the subject matter. Typically, the pretests included a series of questions or tasks
that encompassed the fundamental concepts or subjects to be covered in the course. Both
the pretest and post-test were conducted to evaluate students' knowledge and progress in
the domain of Islamic Studies (Hamzah et al., 2022). The data obtained from the pretests were
utilized to establish a starting point, delineating the initial level of knowledge for each student.

Posttest: Following the active learning intervention or instructional program,
posttests were administered to evaluate students' learning outcomes and the efficacy of the
teaching methodologies applied. Much like the pretests, the posttests comprised a set of
questions or tasks aimed at assessing students' grasp of the subject matter in Islamic Studies,
encompassing their knowledge, competencies, and understanding. The outcomes of both the
pretest and posttest revealed a noteworthy enhancement in students' comprehension of
Istamic principles (Johnson & Brown, 2019).

The process of gathering data encompassed the administration of pretests and
posttests at the designated junctures of the instructional intervention. Concurrently, the
portfolios were gathered and subjected to evaluation in accordance with predefined criteria
and rubrics. The data amassed through these instruments furnished invaluable perspectives
on students' advancements in learning, the influence of the active learning approach, and the

efficacy of the instructional interventions within the domain of Islamic Studies.

Data analysis and Validation

In this research investigation, the gathered data undergoes meticulous scrutiny and
validation processes to guarantee the precision and dependability of the results.
Comprehensive analysis methods, encompassing both quantitative and qualitative
approaches, are utilized to scrutinize the data acquired through surveys, classroom
observations, and interviews.

Quantitative data analysis entails the utilization of statistical software for processing
survey data. Descriptive statistical measures, including means, standard deviations, and
frequencies, are computed to succinctly present the quantitative data, offering a lucid
comprehension of participants' responses. Descriptive statistics, such as means and standard

deviations, were computed to succinctly portray the quantitative data (Ferrao, 2020).
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Moreover, the researchers uphold a methodical record of the data analysis process,
encompassing meticulous documentation of coding frameworks, data explications, and
analytical determinations. This traceable trail heightens the transparency and reliability of the
research findings. By leveraging robust data analysis techniques and incorporating validation
protocols, this study ensures that the results are rooted in dependable data and offer
significant insights into the influence of active learning on student engagement in Islamic

Studies.

Analysis and Findings

In this section, the statistical analysis of the students' answers were presented as
quantitative findings and the data of the semi-constructivist interviews conducted with the
students as qualitative findings.

1. Quantitative findings of the research

The table displays the scores of students in both the pre-test and post-test phases,
illustrating the implementation of Islamic traditional Teaching and Problem-Based Learning
Approaches. The results indicate an improvement in student performance from the pre-test
to the post-test. Notably, the sample exhibited a substantial increase in the mean post-test
score (4.82) concerning participation levels compared to the pre-test score (2.65). This suggests
that the utilization of both Islamic traditional Teaching and Problem-Based Learning
Approaches led to a significant enhancement in students' knowledge and comprehension of

Islamic Studies.

Pre-test N Mean SD Prior to implementing active learning

Level of Understandings 17 294 0.64 techniques in this Islamic Studies course,

Level of Acceptance 17206 073  students exhibited engagement levels that were
Level of Participation 17 2,65 0.90

generally moderate to low. However, after the

Level of Critical Thinking 17 2.76  0.64 introduction of active learning strategies, a

Post-test N Mean SD o .
significant enhancement in classroom

Level of Understandings 17 4.41 0.49

engagement across various dimensions was
Level of Acceptance 17 453 0.50

noted. This finding is consistent with research in

the field (Afzal & Abul, 2021; Aykan et al., 2022;

Level of Participation 17 482 0.38

Level of Critical Thinking 17 4.47  0.50

Islam & Zayed, 2023), which also indicated
substantial improvements in student engagement following the adoption of active learning

methods in Islamic education settings.
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The term "Level of Participation" refers to the degree to which students engage in
classroom activities, discussions, and collaborative learning opportunities, reflecting their
readiness to contribute and interact with both their peers and instructors. Conversely, "Level
of Critical Thinking" pertains to students' capabilities in analyzing, evaluating, and synthesizing
information, using reasoning and problem-solving skills to gain a deeper understanding of
Islamic principles. Together, these metrics provide a comprehensive perspective on student
engagement, underscoring the effectiveness of active learning in cultivating a more interactive
and intellectually enriching environment.

2. Qualitative findings of the research

The qualitative findings underscore the affirmative influence of active learning on
student engagement within the domain of Islamic Studies. Students expressed heightened
interest, enhanced comprehension, improved critical thinking abilities, and the cultivation of
collaborative and communicative skills as a result of active learning. These findings underscore
the significance of integrating Problem-Based Learning Approaches into the realm of Islamic
Studies education.

Analyzation of the Interview Statement:

Increased Interest and Motivation: Students mention that they used to have a specific
study approach, which was studying primarily for exams. This approach implies that the focus
was on short-term retention and passing exams rather than deep understanding or long-term
retention.

“ISIP-03: | used to just study for the exams and forget the material afterward. Now,
I’m using what | learn in real-life scenarios. It’s made the subject much more relevant and
interesting. It wasn’t easy, but | started by actively seeking opportunities to apply what | was
learning. I’d look for real-world scenarios, articles, or even discussions where those concepts
were relevant. | also changed my note-taking style. Instead of just writing what the lecturer
said, I’d jot down ideas on how these concepts could be applied or what problems they
could solve. It made my studying more engaging.”

“ISIP-06: | was hesitant about active learning at first, but it’s made me more
responsible for my learning. | have to actively participate, and that’s improved my
engagement. Active learning has made me more confident in expressing my thoughts and
opinions. It’s created an open atmosphere for discussion.”

2. Improved Understanding and Retention
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In traditional education, many students adopt the habit of studying solely for the
purpose of passing exams. The focus often remains on memorizing information temporarily,
regurgitating it during an examination, and subsequently forgetting it. However, in recent years,
a growing number of students have recognized the limitations of this approach. They’ve come
to appreciate the value of a more profound and lasting understanding of the subjects they
study. Students provide insights into the transformation from exam-focused studying to
practical, real-world application.

“ISIP 12: I’'ve undergone a noticeable transformation in my approach to learning. It’s
no longer about simply memorizing facts to pass exams. What’s become clear to me is that
understanding the subject matter on a deeper level is what truly matters. Active learning has
been a game-changer in this regard. | feel like I’'m gaining knowledge that | can carry with me,
apply in various contexts, and share with others. It’s about learning for life, not just for the
next test. And that shift, | believe, will have a lasting impact on my personal and academic
growth.”

“ISIP 2: Before, Islamic Studies felt a bit monotonous. We’d sit and listen to lectures
for hours. But with problem-based learning, we’re actively discussing and applying what we
learn. It’s made a big difference in how engaged | am. Traditional teaching was more about
memorization. With active learning, we’re encouraged to think critically. I’ve found myself
questioning and analyzing topics in a way | never did before.”

3. Enhanced Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills

Active learning not only improves retention and understanding but also hones critical
thinking and problem-solving skills. By engaging students in discussions, debates, case studies,
and real-world scenarios, it challenges them to think critically and find creative solutions to
complex problems. This not only benefits their academic pursuits but also prepares them for
the challenges of the professional world. The interviews from students who have experienced
the transformation in their critical thinking abilities through active learning.

“ISIP-15: I've learmned to appreciate the multidimensional nature of Islamic
knowledge. It’s not monolithic; it’s a tapestry of ideas and interpretations. Active learning has
opened my eyes to the beauty of this diversity, and | believe it has made me a more open-
minded and thoughtful student of Islam.”

“ISIP-5: I’ve also realized that critical thinking isn’t just about questioning for the sake
of it. It’s about questioning with a purpose. Active learning has taught me how to ask

meaningful questions, challenge assumptions, and seek a deeper understanding of Islamic

Journal of Islamic Studies, Prince of Songkla University | 18


https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/JOIS

Enhancing Student Engagement in Islamic Studies: The Impact of Traditional Islamic Teaching and Problem-Based
Learning Approaches

JOIS Homepage: https://so03.tci-thaijo.ore/index.php/J0IS | Research Article

teachings. It’s a skill that I’ve found valuable not just in my academic journey but in my

personal life.”

Discussion

The findings of this study shed light on the influence of traditional Islamic teaching
and problem-based learning approaches on student engagement in Islamic Studies. According
to the quantitative analysis, students in the problem-based learning group demonstrated
notably higher post-test scores when compared to those in the traditional teaching group.
These results indicate that the implementation of problem-based learning techniques
effectively boosts student engagement and their comprehension of Islamic concepts.

Impact on Student Engagement: The quantitative analysis unveiled significantly
higher post-test scores among students in the active learning group as compared to their peers
in the traditional teaching group. These findings strongly indicate the effectiveness of active
learning techniques in augmenting students’ knowledge acquisition and retention, while
substantially elevating their overall engagement with the subject matter.

Experiential Aspects of Student Engagement: the qualitative findings offer a
comprehensive view of student engagement from an experiential standpoint. Interviews and
observations conducted during the study unveiled a compelling narrative — students in the
active learning group consistently exhibited heightened levels of interest, motivation, and
enthusiasm. Their active participation in hands-on activities, discussions, and collaborative
tasks fostered a dynamic learning atmosphere that not only piqued their curiosity but also
nurtured a personal connection to Islamic concepts.

Development of Higher-Order Thinking Skills: Within the research framework of
‘Enhancing Student Engagement in Islamic Studies: The Impact of Traditional Islamic Teaching
and Problem-Based Learning Approaches,’ it is evident that active learning approaches play a
pivotal role in fostering critical thinking and problem-solving skills. The qualitative findings
underscore that student in the active learning group actively embraced the opportunity to
analyze, evaluate, and apply their knowledge across diverse contexts. Through engaging
activities such as case studies, simulations, and debates, these students honed their ability to
think critically, explore diverse perspectives, and attain a profound understanding of the
intricacies inherent in Islamic Studies.

Social Interaction and Collaborative Learning: Within the research context, active

learning initiatives notably facilitated social interaction and collaborative learning among
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students. Through engaging in group work, discussions, and presentations, students actively
exchanged ideas, shared diverse perspectives, and honed their communication skills. This facet
of active learning not only deepened their grasp of Islamic Studies but also nurtured a sense
of community and mutual support within the classroom.

Limitations and Future Directions: The sample size was relatively small, consisting of
only 17 students from a single academic year, which may significantly limit the generalizability
of these findings to a broader population. Specifically, the context of the study—focusing on
Islamic Studies within Thailand—further constrains the applicability of the results, as cultural
and educational dynamics may differ in other settings. To achieve a more comprehensive
validation of the findings, future research should involve a larger and more diverse sample
that captures a wider range of perspectives and experiences.

The findings from this study offer compelling evidence supporting the positive effects
of active learning approaches on student engagement in Islamic Studies. By adopting active
learning techniques, educators can establish an engaging and participatory learning
atmosphere that enhances knowledge acquisition, nurtures critical thinking skills, improves
collaboration, and elevates overall student engagement. These results contribute significantly
to the body of literature advocating for the inclusion of active learning as an essential
component of Istamic Studies education.

The qualitative findings further substantiate the quantitative results by providing
valuable insights into the experiential aspects of student engagement. Students reported
increased interest and motivation when actively participating in various learning activities.
These findings resonate with earlier studies, such as those by Aji and Khan (2019), which
demonstrated that techniques like group work, discussions, and hands-on activities not only
enhance academic performance but also foster a positive attitude towards Islamic education.
This indicates that active learning strategies not only facilitate knowledge acquisition but also
cultivate a positive mindset, which is vital for sustaining interest and motivation in Islamic
Studies.

Moreover, qualitative data emphasizes

the development of critical thinking and problem-solving abilities through active
learning methods. Students noted feeling encouraged to critically evaluate different
perspectives and engage in creative thinking while exploring topics in Islamic Studies. This
aligns with the research by Omarbek et al. (2022), which examined how active learning

influences student attitudes and motivation in religious education. Their study found that
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cooperative learning and project-based activities can positively impact students' attitudes and
enhance their enthusiasm for learning. These insights highlight that active learning not only
strengthens content knowledge but also fosters essential higher-order cognitive skills
necessary for meaningful engagement with the subject matter.

While the findings of this study strongly advocate for the integration of active learning
methodologies in Islamic Studies education, it is essential to recognize certain limitations.
Firstly, the sample size of the study was relatively small, comprising only 17 students from a
single academic year, which limits the generalizability of the results. Therefore, future research
should involve a larger and more diverse sample to validate and expand upon these findings.
Additionally, this study mainly focused on the short-term impacts of active learning on student
engagement, and future investigations should examine the long-term effects and sustainability
of these approaches within Islamic Studies education.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that active learning techniques positively
affect student engagement in Islamic Studies. The integration of these methods enhances
student motivation, deepens comprehension, nurtures critical thinking skills, and promotes
collaboration and communication. Educators in Islamic Studies can greatly benefit from
incorporating active learning strategies to create an engaging and effective learning

environment.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this research study on enhancing student engagement in
Islamic Studies through traditional Islamic teaching and Problem-Based Learning (PBL)
approaches, the following recommendations are suggested:

Incorporate Active Learning Strategies: Given the positive effects of active learning
techniques on student engagement, it is recommended that educators in Islamic Studies
adopt a wider range of active learning methods. Specific examples include implementing
collaborative group projects, conducting case studies, utilizing simulations, and engaging
students in interactive activities that foster participation and critical thinking.

Offer Professional Development Opportunities: To successfully integrate active
learning strategies, it is essential to provide professional development for educators. This
could involve organizing workshops, training sessions, or peer learning groups that focus on

improving teachers' abilities to design and implement active learning activities specifically
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tailored for Islamic Studies. Such programs will equip educators with the skills necessary to
create an engaging classroom atmosphere.

Cultivate a Supportive Classroom Environment: Establishing a positive and inclusive
classroom culture is crucial for enhancing student engagement. Educators should work to
create a safe and respectful environment where students feel comfortable expressing their
thoughts, asking questions, and participating in discussions. Promoting peer collaboration and
providing constructive feedback will further enrich the learning experience for students.

Utilize Technology Effectively: The strategic use of technology can greatly enhance
active learning in Islamic Studies. Educators are encouraged to integrate digital tools, online
resources, and multimedia materials to create engaging learning experiences. Possible
applications include virtual simulations, educational apps, online discussion platforms, and
multimedia presentations that actively involve students and support a deeper comprehension
of Islamic concepts.

Encourage Further Research: While this study offers valuable insights, additional
research is necessary to build on these findings. Future studies should aim for larger and more
diverse samples, including students from different academic levels and educational contexts.
Longitudinal research should also be conducted to examine the long-term impact of active
learning on student retention, engagement, and the application of Islamic teachings in real-
world situations. Investigating the enduring effects of PBL could provide further evidence of
its effectiveness within Islamic Studies education.

By following these recommmendations, educators and institutions can significantly
improve student engagement and deepen understanding of Islamic concepts and teachings.
Continuous evaluation and adaptation of teaching methods, informed by student feedback
and ongoing research in Islamic Studies education, are vital for achieving sustained

improvements.
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Abstract

Monitoring the activities of Islamic banks is a key objective of Sharia requirements. Malaysia
and Saudi Arabia are major players in the Islamic banking industry, particularly in Sharia
supervision. This study addresses the lack of clarity in legal provisions on Sharia supervision in
both countries. Using an inductive, analytical, and comparative approach, the findings reveal
that Saudi Arabia's legal provisions are more detailed and comprehensive than Malaysia's.

Research Objectives: The research aims to achieve the following objectives: Firstly,
shedding light on the efforts and measures taken by the Central Bank in both countries.
Secondly, explaining the similarities and differences between the legislations of the Sharia

supervision in the Islamic banking in both countries.

Research Methodology: First, the the researcher employed the inductive approach to
gather information on the significance of Sharia supervision in the central bank and its crucial
role in the success of Islamic banking. This involved studying the regulatory frameworks and
laws of Islamic banking in both Malaysia and Saudi Arabia. Furthermore, the researcher utilized
the analytical method to analyze the findings obtained from legal materials related to this
topic. Lastly, the researcher used a comparative method to compare the legislation governing

Islamic banks in Malaysia and Saudi Arabia.

Research Contribution: Shedding light on the measures taken by both the Central Bank
of Malaysia and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will enhance the duties of Sharia supervision in
Islamic banks industries. It will also assist the specialists in the Islamic banking industry to

benefit from the experiences of the two countries on Sharia supervision.
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Introduction

The importance of maintaining the integrity of one's beliefs and adhering to the
principles of Islamic law in various aspects of life, including financial transactions, is
emphasized in Islamic teachings. Consequently, within the context of Islamic banking
institutions, there is a recognition of the need to establish Sharia committees and bodies
tasked with ensuring the conformity of the services provided to the public with Islamic law.
However, occasional breaches or violations may occur within these institutions, unbeknownst
to the Sharia committee, due to various factors such as relevant regulations or other reasons.
This necessitates the presence of an independent and authoritative Sharia authority that
oversees all Islamic banking transactions in the country. In this regard, the Central Bank of
Malaysia took the lead by enacting many acts to manage the Islamic banking. Similarly, the
Central Bank of Saudi Arabia has issued the Sharia Governance Framework for local banks
operating in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 2020. These collective efforts to emphasize the
importance of an independent body who is responsible for the safeguarding of Islamic banking

procedures.

Definition of Sharia supervision:

Sharia supervision has been defined in different ways by scholars and financial
institutions, but most of them have a similar meaning based on the view of the role played
by the Sharia board. The following are the most famous and prominent of these definitions:

1. Sharia supervision is one of the newly established departments of Islamic banks to
assist in achieving their goals. This definition is criticized for being too brief and not clearly
stating the tasks of Sharia supervision.

2. It is one of the departments of Islamic banks that protects them from violating the
provisions of Islamic law through their practices and provides them with Sharia-compliant
solutions, thus giving them an Islamic character. This definition regards Sharia supervision as a
subordinate to the bank, which is contrary to reality since Sharia supervision sometimes
operates independently of the bank.

3. Sharia supervision is the regulatory elements and activities used to ensure that the
operations of an Islamic bank comply with the Sharia. (Abu Ma‘mar 1995)

After reviewing all these definitions, the researcher believes that the most appropriate
definition of Sharia supervision in Islamic banks is it must verify the activities and services

provided by Islamic banks, Islamic institutions and takaful companies that can be either a
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subsidiary or independent of the Islamic bank. Its tasks also include reviewing contracts
concluded between the bank and other external parties to ensure their conformity with the
principles of Islamic law, and educating employees of Islamic banks on the fundamentals of
Islamic transaction.

Firstly: Sharia supervision and Regulation in Malaysia.

The Malaysian legislator was keen to ensure that Islamic banking operations conform
to the provisions of Sharia by issuing several legal legislations. It is notable that there are
several acts regulating the Sharia supervision in Islamic banks or Istamic institutions in Malaysia.
Among other: firstly, Islamic Financial Services Act 2013, secondly, Central Bank of Malaysia
act 2009 and Banking and Financial Institutions Act 1989.

1- Islamic Financial services act 2013"

This act is providing the regulation and supervision of Islamic financial institutions,
payment systems and other relevant entities and the oversight of the Islamic money market
and Islamic foreign exchange market to promote financial stability and compliance with Sharia
and for related, consequential, or incidental matters. Regarding Sharia supervision, the
Malaysian legal system obligated Islamic financial institutions to establish a Sharia department
in Article Thirty of the act.

Establishment of Sharia committee

(1) A licensed person shall establish a Sharia committee for purposes of advising the
licensed person in ensuring its business, affairs and activities comply with Sharia. while a
licensed person is referring to a person licensed under section 10 to carry on licensed business.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), where there is more than one licensed person
within a financial group, one of the licensed persons may apply to the Bank for the
establishment of a single Sharia committee within the financial group and the Bank may
approve the application in writing if the Bank is satisfied that the Sharia committee so
established is capable of ensuring compliance with Sharia by all licensed persons within the
financial group.

(3) The Bank may require an approved person or operator of a designated payment
system to establish a Sharia committee for purposes of advising the approved person or
operator of a designated payment system in ensuring their business, affairs and activities

comply with Sharia.

' See the details in https://www.bnm.gov.my/documents/20124/8102422b-e6dd-d149-8db0-e3637e89ed5c
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Appointment of Shariah committee member:

Article 31. No person shall be appointed, reappointed, or accept any appointment as
a member of a Shariah committee unless such person meets the requirements as set out in
any standards as may be specified by the Bank under subparagraph 29(2)(a)ii) and has
obtained the prior written approval of the Bank.

Duties of Shariah committee and its members:

Article 32. A Shariah committee and every member of the Shariah committee shall have
such duties and functions set out in any standards as may be specified by the Bank under
subparagraph 29(2) (a) ().

2- Central Bank of Malaysia Act 2009

This act is providing the establishment of a Sharia Advisory Council to be as a reference
for all Islamic banks and financial institutions that provide Islamic banking services and Takaful
companies in the country. (Laws of Malaysia, 2009).

Sharia Advisory Council (SAC):

The researcher will shed ligsht on the history of the establishment of the Sharia Advisory
Council SAC, as well as the legal materials related to the work of the SAC and what is related
to it.

The establishment of the SAC in the Central Bank of Malaysia.

The SAC of Central Bank of Malaysia was established in May 1997 as the highest Sharia
authority on Islamic financing operations in the country. The SAC has been granted the
authority to verify the soundness of applying the provisions of Islamic transactions in Islamic
banking operations, operations conducted by Takaful companies, Islamic financing businesses,
Islamic development financing operations, or any other operations that are subject to the
supervision and regulation of the Central Bank of Malaysia. The SAC is considered the primary
reference for the Central Bank of Malaysia in Sharia matters, in addition to the responsibility
for verifying the validity of all services and products provided by Islamic banks, and the
products of Takaful companies to ensure their compatibility with the principles of Islamic
Sharia. Central Bank of Malaysia Act of 2009 regarding Sharia Advisory Council is consisting of
eight articles related to the establishment of the Sharia Advisory Council.

Details of the Sharia Advisory Council articles.

In this Sub-topic, the researcher will detail the legal materials related to the Sharia

Advisory Council, and comment on them.

Article Fifty-one:
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This article indicates the desire of the Malaysian legislator to add more control over
the activities of Islamic financial institutions in the country, and not only to be content with
the sharia committee of Islamic banks, where the SAC is the final reference in cases of any
dispute. Also, this article granted the SAC the right to establish appropriate procedures for its
actions without any pressure from any party.

Article Fifty-two:

In this article, the law confirms the functions of the SAC, which are as follows:

1. to ensure the application of the rules of Islamic financial transactions in all financial
transactions and cases referred to them.

2. providing Sharia advice to the Central Bank concerning its transactions and activities.

3. providing advice for the benefit of Islamic financial institutions, or to any party that
wishes to do so.

4. any other tasks assigned by the Central Bank.

Note that the term "judgment" is meant for any judgsment issued by the SAC for the
purpose of confirming the integrity of Islamic financial transactions.

Article Fifty-third:

Appointment of members of the SAC, clause one of the article states that the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong (the King) may, on the advice of the Minister after consultation with the Bank, appoint
from amongst persons who are qualified in the Sharia or who have knowledge or experience
in the Sharia and in banking, finance, law, or such other related disciplines as members of the
SAC.

In the second clause of the article, it is stated that if a judge of the High Court, the
court of Appeal, Federal court, or a judge of the Sharia Appeal court of any state or Federal
Territory, is to be appointed under subsection (1), such appointment shall not be made
except:

Acquiring approval of the Central Bank after consultation with the Chief Justice.

In the case of a judge of the Sharia Appeal Court of any state or Federal Territory, after
consultation by the Central Bank with the Chief Sharia Judge of the respective State or Federal
Territory, as the case may be.

It is noted in this article that the Malaysian legislator emphasize on the issue of
appointing a member of the SAC of the Central Bank, so that the appointment comes from
the king of the country, and after consultations with the minister of Finance, in order for

Central Bank to ensure the eligibility of this candidate for membership of the SAC, and this is
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a good indicator in fact as it complies with the principles of Sharia, which guided us to a strong
honest choice when appointing governors. In addition, this is an indication of the Malaysian
legislator's care to ensure the safety of Islamic banking transactions by appointing competent
people to the SAC. Noted that, the services scope of the SAC of the Central Bank is not limited
to Islamic institutions only, but also extend to other institutions that want to benefit from the
council's services, such as the halal industry and others.

Also, the fourth clause of the article stipulates that the members of the SAC are
entitled to bonuses for their performance, and it was determined by the board of directors of
the Central Bank.

Fifty-fourth article:

The article grants the authority for the Central Bank to establish a special secretariat
of the SAC, or the establishment of specialized committees to assist the SAC in its tasks. The
Central Bank also has the right to appoint any of its employees to the secretariat of the SAC
or to specialized committees to assist the council.

Fifty-fifth article:

This article stipulates that the Central Bank is obliged to consult the SAC in every
matter related to Islamic financial transactions, specifically when conducting any tasks related
to Islamic transactions. Institutions that provide Islamic financial services should also refer to
the SAC's decisions or seek advice from it.

Article Fifty-sixth:

This article stipulates that; courts judges and arbitrators are obliged to refer to the
decisions of the SAC and consider their decisions in matters related to Islamic financial
transactions. By virtue of being a reference for them in Islamic financial matters. The inquiries
shall be submitted to the SAC through the secretariat's office.

Article Fifty-Seventh:

It made the decisions of the SAC on Islamic banking binding on all financial institutions
that provide Islamic banking services in accordance with article fifty-fifth, as well as the
mandatory reference of courts judges and arbitrators to the decisions of the SAC in accordance
with article Fifty-Sixth.

This article is one of the articles that were amended from the previous law of 1958,
which stipulated that the courts consult the Sharia Council before issuing any decision and

did not have to abide by the decisions of the council.
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3- Banking and Financial Institutions Act 1989
The objective of the Banking & Financial Institutions Act?, 1989 (BAFIA) is "to provide new laws
for the licensing and regulation of the institutions carrying on banking, finance company,
merchant banking, discount house and money-broking business, for the regulation of
institutions carrying on certain other financial businesses, such as Islamic windows, and for the
matters incidental thereto or connected therewith"

Article 24. (3) stated that any licensed institution carrying on Islamic banking business
or Islamic financial business, in addition to its existing licensed business may, from time to
time seek the advice of the Syariah Advisory Council established under subsection (7), on the
operations of its business in order to ensure that it does not involve any element which is not
approved by the Religion of Islam.

(4) Any licensed institution carrying on Islamic banking business or Islamic financial
business shall comply with any written directions relating to the Islamic banking business or
any other Islamic financial business, carried on by such licensed institution, issued from time
to time by the Bank, in consultation with the Syariah Advisory Council.

(5) Any licensed institution carrying on Islamic banking business or Islamic financial
business shall be deemed to be not an Islamic bank.

(6) This Act shall not apply to an Islamic bank.

Secondly: Sharia supervision and Regulation in Saudi Arabia.’

The Saudi experience in the Islamic banking in general and in Sharia supervision in
particular, has come a long way in recent years. Perhaps the latest step that has been taking
by Saudi Central Bank- formerly the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency - to issue the special
framework for Sharia governance for local banks and other banks operating in the kingdom as
evidence of the high attention by Saudi authorities to review the transection of Islamic banking
in the country to be more transparent and stable. It is notable that there is no special body
for Sharia supervision of Islamic banks that follows the Saudi central bank, there was also no
special system that regulates and defines the work of the Sharia supervisory committee in
banks that provide Islamic products, and perhaps the Sharia governance framework for Islamic
banks operating in the country, which was issued in 2020, is considered the first step to

develop a clear and transparent policy for the Islamic banks in the kingdom.

% See also https://www.bnm.gov.my/documents/20124/8102422b-e6dd-d149-8db0-e3637e89ed5c

> See also Shariah Governance Framework for Local Banks Operating in Saudi Arabia.pdf (sama.gov.sa)
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Mandatory development of a framework for Sharia governance

The second article of the Sharia governance has stressed the importance of promoting
the principle of transparency and effective management in the Islamic banks activates. The
Central Bank has mandated for each Islamic banks to develop its own a Sharia governance,
such as the bank’s policy, procedures that explain the structure, roles and responsibilities, the
tasks of the relevant departments and the mechanism of communication between them.

With regard to the of Sharia control, the fourth clause of the same article requires the
bank to establish mechanism controls to ensure that the objectives and operations of the
banking activities carried out by the bank comply with the provisions and principles of Sharia
in all cases. The sixth clause also stressed conducting a continuous assessment of the level

of compliance of the bank with the provisions and principles of Sharia.

Formation of the sharia committee in Islamic banks:

The Sharia governance framework for local banks and banks operating in the kingdom
has approved in its seventh article, which is considered a guiding article, as it must be officially
applied starting from the year 2023 (the Central Bank of Saudi Arabia, 2020) the formation of
Sharia committees in banks and banks operating in the country. Its members are appointed
by a decision of the board of Directors of the bank on the recommendation of the Nominations
and Remuneration Committee of the board, after obtaining written approval by the central
bank.

Perhaps one of the most important points that raises the discussion about Sharia
supervision is the extent of the independence of the supervision tasks. It’s remarkable that,
the Saudi regulator has not overlooked this aspect, in the third paragraph of Article VI,
governance has identified cases in which the independence of a committee member is not
achieved, as follows:

1. If the member owns five percent or more of the bank's shares or in one of the bank's
subsidiaries.

2. If he is a representative of a person in a legal capacity who owns five percent or
more of the shares of the bank or one of the bank's subsidiaries.

3. If he is related to any board members or senior executives of the bank or in one of
the bank's subsidiaries.

4. To be a member of the board of Directors of one of the bank's subsidiaries

nominated for membership of its Sharia committee.
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5. If he was an employee or former employee during the past two years with the bank
or any party dealing with it or one of the bank’s subsidiaries as auditors and major suppliers.

6. If he has a direct or indirect interest in the activities and contracts of the bank.
Receiving financial reward from the bank in addition to the remuneration or remuneration of
his membership in the committee.

7. Having a credit relationship with the bank (credit cards, credit facilities, guarantees.
etc.) in his name or in the name of one of his relatives, excessing of three hundred thousand
Saudi riyals.

8. Participating in a business that would compete with the bank or involving in business
that is similar of bank’s activity.

9. If the member has spent more than six continuous years or nine separate years as
a member of the committee.

10. The governance also prevented any bank from appointing any member of the
committee who being in the sharia committee of another bank operating in the kingdom, to
ensure the concentration of the Member, avoid conflicts of interest and maintain the

confidentiality of information.

Responsibilities and tasks of the sharia committee.

The Central Bank of Saudi Arabia has explicitly clarified the responsibility and tasks of
the Sharia committee affiliated with its banks in Part Five. According to the instructions, the
Sharia committee is accountable for making decisions concerning Sharia issues and is required
to fulfill the following duties:

1. the Sharia committee supervises the extent to which the bank's Islamic banking
transactions comply with Sharia principles. By reviewing Sharia compliance reports and
conducting internal Sharia audits, the committee identifies any issues that require attention
and proposes corrective measures to the bank's board of directors if necessary. This ensures
that the Sharia committee has full authority over all the bank's transactions and access to its
operations, with no hiding of transactions from the committee by the bank's management.

2. the committee issues resolutions on Sharia matters to ensure the bank's compliance
with Islamic law. This restriction prevents interference in any Fatwas related to financial

transactions.
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3. The committee ensures that the Sharia policies and procedures prepared by the
bank align with Sharia principles. This emphasizes the bank management's obligation to
consult the Sharia committee to ensure the integrity of its procedures.

4. The Central Bank has provided the Sharia committee with a supervision mechanism
to ensure the integrity of the bank's procedures. This includes the committee's obligation to
adhere to the regulations and conditions outlined in forms, contracts, agreements, and other
legal documents. Additionally, the committee endorses product guides, marketing
advertisements, explanatory brochures, and publications used to introduce products.

5. The committee evaluates the bank's activities and conducts internal Sharia audits
to ensure compliance with Islamic law. This evaluation is an integral part of the committee's
responsibility in submitting reports related to Sharia compliance. This shows the authority of
the Sharia committee in reviewing all transactions conducted by the bank's management.

6. The concerned parties within the bank, such as the legal adviser, external auditors,
or advisory bodies, may seek advice from the Sharia committee on legitimate issues related
to the bank's operations. The committee provides necessary assistance in this regard. It is
worth noting that the clause does not specify whether the Sharia committee can charge a fee
for these services.

7. The committee must inform the bank's board of directors of any violations related
to the bank's activities and recommend appropriate measures to address the situation. This
clause necessitates the establishment of a direct and special communication channel
between the Sharia committee and the bank's board of directors to avoid any external
influences.

8. Briefing to the Central Bank on cases in which Islamic bank’s activities are not in
accordance with the provisions and principles of Islamic law, are not effectively and
adequately addressed, or has not taken any corrective measures in this regard.

This clause comes as emphasizing by the Central Bank of the safety of the products
and services provided by Islamic banks. In addition to encouraging the bank to provide a high-
quality product or service. This also requires a special communication channel between the
parties away from any influences from other parties.

9. Finally, the sharia committee should prepare an annual report on the compliance
of the bank's Islamic banking activity with the provisions and principles of Islamic law and

submit it to the bank's Board of directors.
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Independence.

The independence of the Sharia committee in Islamic banks from any interference or
external influences is a crucial aspect that Islamic banks must prioritize. Failure to do so would
disrupt the committee's tasks and create uncertainty in its resolutions. As a result, the Central
Bank of Saudi Arabia has emphasized the importance of maintaining the independence of the
Sharia committee in Islamic banks within the country. Article Xl of the regulations specifically
addresses this independence, requiring the bank's board of directors to ensure that the
committee is not influenced by any external factors that may hinder its ability to issue
objective Sharia resolutions regarding transactional matters. Importantly, the organizational
chart of the Sharia committee should directly link to the board of directors, preventing any
undue influence from other parties. Moreover, in the third clause, the resolutions and rulings
issued by the Sharia committee are granted power, safeguarding them from being modified or

disregarded without the committee's consent.

Third: Short summary of the differences between the two countries

No Topic Malaysia version Saudi Arabia version

1 Syariah Shariah committee exist in BNM Shariah committee exists in Islamic bank
supervision/ and in each Islamic bank. only.
committee

2 Appointment  Member of the Sharia Committee ~ Member of committee of the Islamic bank

of the at the Central Bank appointed by  appointed by decision of the Bank’s Board
member of the King upon a recommendation  of Directors upon a recommendation from
the Sharia of the Minister of Finance and the  the Board’s Nominations and Remuneration
Committee. Central Bank. / Committee, and after obtaining the

Member of the Sharia Committee  permission of the Central Bank.
at the Islamic bank appointed by

the Bank’s Board of Directors

after the approval of the Central

Bank and the Sharia Advisory

Council of the Central Bank. .

3 Validity of Unlimited Three years
membership
in the Sharia

Council
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No Topic Malaysia version Saudi Arabia version
4 Independent  Prohibited from appointing a The Central Bank of Saudi Arabia has
member member if he is a judge in the established eleven provisions to achieve the
Supreme Court, or in the Sharia independence of the member in the Sharia
Court of Appeal, except under Committee of the Islamic Bank.
certain conditions.
5 Responsibility  The bank management should 1-Expanding the
of the Sharia make sure in general, to transfer scope of the Sharia Committee’s services to
Committee in  all transection to Shariah include other parties, whether internal or
the Islamic committee. external parties, to provide advice.
Bank. 1-Providing advice to the Central ~ 2-The committee has
Bank regarding Islamic banking the right to inform the bank’s board of
transactions or activities directors and recommend appropriate
supervised by the bank. measures to address the situation if it is
3- Providing Sharih advice to proven to the committee that the bank’s
Istamic financial institutions or employees have practiced Islamic banking
any other party. activities that are not compatible with the
provisions and principles of Sharia
3- Informing the
Central Bank of cases in which Islamic
banking activities that are not compatible
with the provisions and principles of Sharia
are not dealt with effectively or adequately,
or in which the bank does not take any
corrective measures regarding them.
4-Preparing an
annual report on the compatibility of the
bank’s Islamic banking activity with the
provisions and principles of Sharia for the
Board of Directors.
6 Committee The Malaysian regulator did not The Central Bank of Saudi Arabia has
independence address the issue of established specific procedures to ensure

independence clearly, but rather

left the matter to the bank.

the independence of the Sharia Council

from any external interference.
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Conclusion

It is crucial to have a legitimate body with broad authority to supervise Islamic banking
operations in the country. To achieve a high level of transparency, it is essential for the
authorities of Islamic banks to pay special attention to the performance of Sharia supervision.
After reviewing the experience of supervision of Islamic banking in Malaysia, it can be said that
it is exemplary in terms of degrees of supervision. This is evident in the mandatory presence
of a special Sharia supervisory authority within the bank that provides Islamic banking services,
as well as the presence of a Sharia board that serves as a reference for all Istamic banks under
the Central Bank's jurisdiction.

On the other hand, the Saudi Central Bank has recently issued the Sharia Governance
Framework for local banks and banks operating in the country. Some legal experts consider
this step to be overdue, given Saudi Arabia's economic position and its status in the Islamic
world.

The Sharia Governance Framework covers all necessary aspects of Sharia control,
ensuring that the matter is not left to the discretion of the bank's management in developing

specific control policies.

Recommendations:

The proposed procedures to enhance Sharia supervision in Islamic banking are indeed
significant steps toward strengthening this crucial aspect of the industry. The collaboration
between the Central Bank of Malaysia and its counterpart in Saudi Arabia, especially regarding
Sharia supervision at the organizational and legal levels, would provide a robust framework
for ensuring compliance with Sharia principles across borders.

Additionally, establishing a unified reference for Sharia supervision in Islamic banking
would create consistency in the application of Sharia rules and regulations. This would be
particularly beneficial in reducing discrepancies and promoting a more standardized approach
to Islamic finance globally.

Ensuring that members of the Sharia Supervisory Board are well-versed in both Sharia
and finance is essential for informed decision-making. Board members with a solid
understanding of accounting, analytical, and economic aspects can better evaluate the
compliance of financial products and operations with Sharia law.

Organizing joint conferences and seminars would provide a platform for experts to

share knowledge, discuss challenges, and align their perspectives on Sharia supervision. Such
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events would help mitigate disagreements and promote a unified approach to Sharia
supervision.

Lastly, training bank employees on the principles of Islamic financial transactions
would ensure that the operational staff is also aware of the Sharia requirements, thus fostering
a culture of compliance within the institution. This holistic approach, combining top-down
supervision with ground-level training, would significantly enhance the effectiveness of Sharia

supervision in Islamic banks.
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Abstract

Objective: The current research aims to measure the animation based-program effectiveness
to develop the attainment of inheritance rules and academic achievement for non-Arabic
speakers (the advanced level) at Al-Azhar Erbil Institute in Iragi Kurdistan.

The study design: A quasi-experimental design was used in the study, involving 30 third-
year advanced-level students from Al-Azhar Erbil Institute in Irag. The experimental group was
taught using an animation-based program. Research tools included an academic attainment
test and an academic achievement scale, both prepared by the researchers. The program
lasted six weeks, and the tools, validated for reliability, were applied pre- and post-
intervention to extract the results.

The study results: The study confirmed the effectiveness of the animation-based
electronic program in enhancing inheritance rules attainment and academic achievement for
non-Arabic-speaking students. Significant differences at (0.01) were observed in the
experimental group’s pre-and post-test scores for both inheritance rules attainment and
academic achievement, favoring the post-test results.

The study applications: In light of the study results, the two researchers concluded a

number of recommendations, and proposed a set of suggestions.
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