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Abstract

This research aticle has three main objectives: 1) To examine the historical background and
development of Buddhist adherence among Thai communities; 2) To develop an integrated learning
process for the dissemination and transmission of Buddhism; and 3) To promote the sustainable
implementation of such processes within the Thai community in Myeik, Myanmar. This study employs
a qualitative research methodology, utilizing documentary analysis, in-depth interviews, focus group
discussions, and descriptive analysis. The findings reveal that the Thai community in Myeik has
historical roots closely linked to population movements along the Tenasserim-Andaman coastal
corridor. The demarcation of borders during the colonial period, together with security-related factors,
has significantly influenced citizenship status and migration patterns, resulting in inequalities in rights
and opportunities. Nevertheless, Buddhism remains the central pillar of the community’s way of
life and identity, with a long-standing historical influence. Thai temples serve as key institutions
functioning as religious, social, and educational centers. The transmission of Buddhism operates
through several core mechanisms, including family, temples, the monastic community, and the
tradition of ordination, as well as through the support of youth education in monastic institutions
in Thailand. In terms of integrated learning processes, the study identifies a dynamic linkage among
temples, families, traditions, and digital media in transmitting Buddhist teachings and fostering moral
development. This integration also functions as a form of cultural negotiation within a digitally
mediated diasporic community, where social media and digital platforms serve as spaces for maintaining
identity and strengthening communal bonds. However, these processes face limitations arising from
cultural diversity, resource constraints, and declining youth engagement. Therefore, sustainable
development should emphasize strengthening the capacity of religious leaders and youth, enhancing
the role of families, integrating Buddhist principless with community and economic development,
and applying technology in ways that are appropriate and responsive to the local context.
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