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Abstract

This research article aimed to examine current processes for managing and analyzing forensic
evidence in juvenile delinquency cases, to identify problems and operational obstacles encountered
by police officers in handling such evidence, and to propose development guidelines for the management
and analysis of forensic evidence in these cases. Data were collected through in-depth interviews
with 26 key informants, and three focus-group workshops involving 12 participants who have direct
experience in all dimensions with cases involving children and youth, namely: 1) Police officers serving
as inquiry officers; 2) Forensic police and forensic scientists; and 3) Judges and public prosecutors.
The findings indicated that the management and analysis of forensic evidence in juvenile delinquency
cases generally follow stepwise procedures based on standards and operating regulations. However,
variations were observed in crime scene investigation, reflecting differences in individual officer’s
experience, judgement, techniques, and knowledge. Problems and obstacles arising from police
practice can be grouped into five main areas: 1) Personnel; 2) Legal limitations; 3) Crime scene
investigation methods; 4) Inter-Agency cooperation; and 5) Budget. In line with the mission of the
Royal Thai Police, the study recommends prioritizing the development of a strategic framework to
advance the management and analysis of forensic evidence towards international standards.
This should include developing a systematic body of knowledge, reforming relevant legal provisions,
and establishing integrated mechanisms for inter-agency cooperation in management and analysis
of forensic evidence in juvenile delinquency cases.
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