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Abstract
This research article aims to analyze the political role of the judicial institution in Thailand

during the period from 1997 to 2025, using the Constitutional Court as a case study in order to
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explain the dynamics through which political conflicts have been transferred from the arenas of
parliament, elections, and public space to the arena of the courts or the judicial process.
The analysis is based on the conceptual frameworks of the judicialization of politics, the rule of
law, judicial review, and institutionalism, in order to examine the relationship between
constitutional law and state power, while also linking the analysis to debates concerning the
“deep state” and “lawfare”. The research methodology is qualitative, relying on documentary
research and interpretive content analysis of Constitutional Court decisions and important political
documents. The findings indicate that, following the political crisis of 2006 and military coups in
Thailand, the judicial institution particularly the Constitutional Court has developed a clearly
pronounced political role through its decisions in the following respects: 1) Rendering the
outcomes of coups d’état and the exercise of extra-constitutional power legally effective;
2) Removing prime ministers and accelerating the formation of governments or the reconfiguration
of power; 3) dissolving political parties and imposing political disqualifications in a preventive
manner; 4) Regulating the framework of constitutional amendment as well as political and legal
policy; and 5) Intervening in the electoral process through decisions declaring elections void.
The expansion of the role of the courts has both contributed to the balancing of power; however,
at the same time, it has generated legal uncertainty, weakened democratic linkage, and posed the
risk of transforming the legal order into rule by law rather than a normative rule of law. Therefore,
this study proposes suidelines for reform, including the restructuring of the judicial appointment
process, the enhancement of mechanisms for reviewing Constitutional Court decisions, and the
development of the rule of law that is connected to the people.
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wouraannudssonislnszuiunsgissanduniesdoninaiies Jedidoiausuusdalsuis
4 Ysgms fadl 1) snspdunszuunsdadonsanstilusdauasdimnumanvanemawnin msuiulss



Aawamawnmmmmsﬂﬁ Journal of MCU Nakhondhat | 99

\

Bmsassilvideametoua anaaeuls uazasriounmmainvansvesniinduazauies Welrnisianu
wazmsimauiicadenlsstuandiuassas wWsndndnsuyuvesy uazaenndeaiuuszvidulag
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pv1deuaunafiiisaneetdatedfiinnslinguuneiieiduszasdnianisidesls Samsiinaln
Aeueniioanuuuegeseinseds Wy augnssun1Idasy uiemslissanidunuimesiaasunield
ydninailany eaisaunaseninarndudassiuamuiuiniurey 3) Ufuiamsssmanguungli
aonsundnifsssuuaraviuyuery Mnmfenukltiriandusansineeafnienmumsafunde
yuusnnimdndssslurnmmneuuuiaiUszaidulag Jansduindounsuiuitanvesiiinnnuiuay
thnganerinunseust mewiauAdn wesmsusundngnsnsinuliidenlesiunnmsguavsayvesy
LAZINATFIUAINAS) daETunsivinungmanevesssmvuiielfiud unaresesiuy nsensesu
nsgwiviunguane (legal literacy) Hugrudfyivaelivszmsudlanszuiunisefisssu ansuas
a0 mYeInL TINTsEnsaRnmunsaaeun1slisuasgldeg iy avEnimw uuamaiaansevinlg
NUSEUUNMSANYT AaNTsuaUsUNAUTEYIYY Lavdeansisasiithdsauily
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