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Abstract

This study employed a research and development (R&D) design with the purposes of
1) Developing an English course for higher education preparation for Grade 12 students and
2) Evaluating students’ academic English skills after completing the developed course. The participants
consisted of 62 Grade 12 students from Patumwan Demonstration School, Srinakharinwirot
University, in the academic year 2024. In addition, nine university lecturers from eight public and
private universities and five experts were purposively selected to provide information and to evaluate
the quality of the developed course. The research instruments included a semi-structured interview,
the developed English course for higher education preparation, a course quality evaluation form,
and pre-test and post-test instruments measuring academic English skills. Data was analyzed using
descriptive statistics, including percentages, means, and standard deviations, as well as a t-test to
compare students’ learning achievement before and after the course implementation. The research
instruments were validated through content validity, with item-objective congruence (10C)
values ranging from 0.67 to 1.00, which were considered acceptable. The findings revealed that
1) The developed course was designed based on the frameworks of English for Academic Purposes
(EAP), English for Specific Purposes (ESP), and the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). The course content consisted of six units for the science track, Engineering,
Physiotherapy, Architecture, Medicine, Dentistry, and Pharmacy and six units for the arts track,
Social Science, Economics, Law, Language, Business, and Tourism. The overall components of the
course were evaluated at an excellent level. 2) The students’ academic English achievement after
completing the course was significantly higher than that before the course at the .05 level, indicating
that the developed course effectively enhanced students’ academic English skills. The findings of this
study can be used as a guideline for designing learning programs to prepare students for hisher education.

Keywords: Course Development, English for Academic Purposes, Academic English Skills
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