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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the state ideology embedded in the discourse of basic
education management by families (homeschooling). It focuses on revealing the power structures
and unequal relationships between the state and families. As a qualitative study, it employs
Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis to examine 18 related official documents, laws, and policies.

The findings reveal that the discourse on homeschooling is dominated by a "statist ideology,"
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wherein the state establishes itself as the sole authority in defining, regulating, and controlling
educational standards. These positions view homeschooling as merely a "permitted alternative"
from the state. The three-level analysis indicates that: 1) At the textual level, the language in laws
and policies, such as the National Education Act B.E. 2542 (1999) and the Core Curriculum, transforms
family "rights" into "duties" and forces diverse learning approaches to conformto a single state
standard. 2) At the level of discourse practice, the state monopolizes the top-down production and
distribution of discourse, marginalizes family voices, and creates "symbolic violence" through a
complex bureaucracy. 3) At the socio-cultural level, this discourse is sustained by deep-rooted
beliefs in state authority, a bureaucratic culture, and a hierarchical social structure. In conclusion,
homeschoolingin the Thai contextis a form of "freedom under control," reflecting an undemocratic
power structure. Sustainable change requires more than policy amendments; it necessitates the
deconstruction of the dominant ideological structure in society to foster equitable power relations
and a genuine respect for educational diversity.

Keywords: State Ideology, Educational Discourse, Homeschooling Management, Critical Discourse Analysis
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