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Abstract

This article studies the role of global trade routes across the southern peninsula of
Thailand and their impact on beliefs, specifically focusingon the influence of Buddhismin Chaiya
District, Surat Thani Province during the 14th to 18th Buddhist centuries. It finds that the role and
influence of trade routes affect religious beliefs in the Chaiya District during this period.
Historically, the Chaiya area served as a vital link connecting two sides of maritime civilization that
developed from early times to its peak, experiencing periods of decline and revival influenced by
trade and political governance. Evidence shows human habitation from prehistoric times through
the era of global maritime trade, with artifacts such as bowls, Buddha statues, ancient sites, and
accounts from travelers reflecting continuous trade and exchange among people, utilizing
connections between the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman coast. These trade routes have
played a crucialrole in the spread and transformation of Buddhismin Chaiya District. This historical
significance has inspired scholars recognized as important figures in global peace, such as Phra
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu of Suan Mokkhapalaram, along with various unique traditions that have been
passed down to the present, such as the processions of “Chak Phra” and the “Ten Month Festival”
of the Southern people, among others. The information gathered from this study can be presented
to further promote the global trade routes across the southern peninsula of Thailand as a World
Heritage site of memory.
Keywords: Global Trade Routes Across the Southern Peninsula of Thailand, Beliefs, Influence of
Buddhism
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