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Abstract

This research article aimed to analyze political thought, analyze the causes of social and
political problems, and analyze solutions to these issues based on the perspective of Somdet
Phra Buddhaghosacariya (P.A. Payutto), as presented in the book "Looking at America to Solve
Thai Problems." The qualitative study focused on document research, employing interpretive
methods, and conducting descriptive content analysis. The findings revealed that Somdet Phra
Buddhaghosacariya's (P.A. Payutto) political thought was directly influenced by Buddhist
teachings, which could be divided into two key aspects: 1) The value of morality and ethics:
Politics must bring about the greatest benefit to humans and all living things, benefiting oneself,
others, and society; and 2) The system of governance: According to Somdet Phra Buddhaghosacariya
(P.A. Payutto), the most effective system of governance is one that incorporates moral principles.
Regardless of the form, if morality and ethics are present, it will yield the greatest benefit to
society. Regarding the causes of social and political problems in Thailand from the past to the
present, the study found that they stemmed from the application of Western political concepts
without consideration of the Thai cultural context. This resulted in political and social instability.
In terms of solutions to social and political problems, Somdet Phra Buddhaghosacariya
(P.A. Payutto) suggested that the development of individuals in society based on Thai cultural
wisdom, the cultivation of political ethics, and the creation of "Dhammocracy" as the foundation
of democracy by applying Buddhist principles, would be critical to the development of Thai
society and politics. The recommendation for future research is to conduct a comparative study
of political problem-solving approaches between Somdet Phra Buddhaghosacariya and other
thinkers within the framework of Buddhist thought.
Keywords: Political Thought, Dhammathipatai, Somdej Phar Phutthakosajarn (P.A. Payatuto),

A Book Looking at America to Solve Thai Problems
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