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Abstract

This research studies the issue of monks' voting rights under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand (B.E. 2560). The objectives are: 1) To study the political rights of monks,
2) To compare monks' voting rights in other countries, and 3) To analyze the voting rights of monks
under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand (B.E. 2560). This is a qualitative research that
gathers information from relevant documents. The researcher uses comparative theoretical
concepts against the facts and sociological context of Thailand to analyze the data. The research
findings are as follows: 1) The political rights of monks require them to be politically neutral and
to perform their duties by advising politicians on applying moral principles in their practices.
2) Monks in Sri Lanka and Cambodia have the right to vote, consistent with the historical political
contexts of these countries. However, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar exempts monks
from voting rights, which contrasts with its historical context where monks have been social and
political leaders from the past to the present. 3) Considering the current situation in Thai society,
monks should be exempt from voting rights under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
(B.E. 2560). However, monks should have the freedom to express political opinions for the public
good honestly and fairly, and such expressions must not lead to social division. In the future,
if there is a collective will in Thai society for monks to have voting rights to align with democratic
principles, it could be feasible. The researcher suggests further academic studies on the pros and
cons and public opinions regarding the potential for monks to have voting rights under the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand in the future.
Keywords: Monk, Voting Rights, Constitution
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