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Abstract

This academic article aims to study the intrinsic nature of the self and to study obscuration
of the intrinsic nature of the self associated with karmic bondage in Jaina’s perspective. According
to Jains, all souls are intrinsically pure in their inherent and ideal state, possessing the qualities
of infinite knowledge, infinite perception, infinite bliss and infinite energy. They are also unbound,
untouched by karmic matter, undifferentiated, and throughout its transmigration it remains

unaltered. However, since beginningless time, in contemporary experience, these qualities are
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found to be defiled and obstructed, on account of the bondage of these souls with karma
resulting from the corruption of its consciousness by false belief, ignorance and mental
dispositions. Jains believe that karma is a physical substance that is everywhere in the universe.
Karma particles are attracted to Jiva by the actions of that soul. Karma particles are attracted
when we do, think, or say things, when we kill something, when we lie, when we steal and so on.
Karma not only encompasses the causality of transmigration, but is also conceived of as an
extremely subtle matter, which infiltrates the soul-obscuring its natural, transparent and pure
qualities. Karma is thought of as a kind of pollution, that taints the soul with various colours,
based on its kind of karma. Jiva will be liberation and restoration true nature of the self only by
stoppage influx of Karma to space-point of it.
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