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Abstract

Prince Narisara Nuvadtivongs, or Somdej Kru as called by numerous craftsmen, was an
artist who created works under social factors during Siam's transitional period to the new world
order in which Europe was the center of power. The development of Somdej Kru's ideas and his
artistic creations is a new model for the Thai art sphere. This is due to the characteristics of his
initiative mindset to create new values based on Thai traditions that caused a phenomenal change
in the idea about art, skills, and beauty. As a result, it brought about an artistic expression that

was related to cultures and societies; an art that combines science and technical skills of

*
Received December 13, 2023; Revised December 23, 2023; Accepted December 26, 2023



}
§

@

82 | Vol.10 No.12 (December 2023) U 10 atudt 12 Guney 2566)%\
!

craftsmanship, which was expressed through integrated media, as known as the mixed media in
the early period of Thai art. This is the dynamic that occurred in both the Western and Eastern
worlds, branching out into every aspect of Thai art, especially in fine art through the design of
talipot fans and royal ceremonial fans, revealing the design that conveys metaphors, material
experiments, and construction in the style that evolved through times. This became a conceptual
influence on artists and craftsmen in the next era who followed Somdet Kru's guidelines until the
present by maintaining the boundaries of wisdom from the past to the present; and adjusting for
the future by combining things from different cultures into one, be it societies, cultures,
economies, and technologies. Consequently, the balanced tradition of a Siamese teacher like
"Somdej Kru" was constituted. Thus, this is a dynamic that is consistent with history, showing the
phenomenon and avenues of national art formation at present and in the future.

Keywords: Somdej Kru, Dynamic, Thai Contemporary, The Tradition of Art Teacher, New World Order
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