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Abstract

The objectives of this research article are 1) to study the history of Pohtan
Klai as perceived by the monks of Wat Suan Khan and the people in Ban Suan
Khan and 2) to study the moral conduct of Pohtan Klai as perceived by the
monks of Wat Suan Khan and people in Ban Suan Khan. The research method is
qualitative. Data was collected by in-depth interviews and data analysis by
thematic analysis. The results showed that Pohtan Klai was appointed as the
abbot of Suan Khan Temple in 1931, 34th year of monasticism which was 74
years, turning to 75 years, of monasticism. His moral conduct consisted of
propagation of dhama in Thailand and other country, religious places and
facilities (9 pagodas, 4 temples, 15 Buddhist chapels), public welfare work (20
roads, 15 bridges, numbers of water well), education support (4 schools), Buddist
education (1 Dharma school). For monastic order, Pohtan Klai ruled the monks
by showing the moral conduct and let the monks ruled each other. Pohtan Klai
words always came true which people name him “Pohtan Klai vajasit”. Pohtan
Klai was born in Changklang district, Nakornsrithamarat province on 28th March,
1876. He ordained as a novice at the age of late 19 years old, passed away on
5th  December, 1970 with the age of late 95, tuning to 96 within months. He
maintained a priesthood for full 74 which turning to 75 years. Pohtan Klai passed
away for 52 years, however the faith still being remained in both monks and
buddhists. There are also issues that need to be studied further, such as the year
of birth. the precepts that lead to the existence of faith until now.

Keywords: PohTan Klai, Moral conduct, History
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