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Abstract

The purpose of this academic article was to investigate the Bodhisattva
belief that occured during King Prasat Thong's reign by studying texts from
Ayutthaya period literature on chanting words in honor of the Phra Bhuddha
Chao Luang Prasat Thong. The study showed that Bodhisattva was a concept that
originated in India before the time of the Buddha and had its roots in political
and religious heroes. It was a belief in Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism. They
had different meanings; in Theravada Buddhism, "Bodhisattva" meant that the
person could accumulate merit to become the Buddha in the future. In
Mahayana Buddhism, all Buddhists, not just one, could accumulate enough merit
to become Buddha. Furthermore, he held the Bodhisattva's beliefs close to his
heart.As a result, he performed royal duties for the country's peace and
tranquility. People were happy without suffering. In this study, new findings were
obtained. Previously, it was thought that the Ayutthaya monarch was the model
that adopted the Khmer Empire's concept of Devaracha and brought absolute
monarchy to the Ayutthaya Kingdom. As a result, His Majesty's image is a
hypothetical deity according to the concept of Devaracha. From the study, it was
found that the Ayutthaya monarchs used the concept of Thewaracha only as a
model for governing the Ayutthaya Kingdom, but that his heart was filled with
the grace that comes from the belief of the Bodhisattva. The King performed
royal duties that were of great benefit to the country and the people. Considering
all of these, King Prasat Thong was the representative of the Ayutthaya monarchy.
Keywords: Belief, The Bodhisattva, King, King Prasat Thong, Buddhism
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