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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were to compare the caring
potential for the elderly in Bandoo sub-district municipality and in Boonruang
sub-district municipality and to offer the opportunities to provide elderly care
services with Thai traditional medicine using qualitative research. The samples
consisted of 2 groups of 13 people: 1 administrator of Bandoo sub-district
municipality, 1 administrator of Boonruang sub-district municipality and 11 Thai
traditional medicine professors. There was undertaken by in-depth interviews,
community observation and focus group. The results revealed that the caring
potential for the elderly of the two municipalities differed in the only budget
aspect, that was Bandoo sub-district municipality had got higher budget than that
of Boonrueang sub-district municipality due to the economic growth. As for other
aspects, they were similar. In terms of personnel, both municipalities had
administrators who had policies on caring for the elderly and ideas to apply Thai
traditional medicine to care for the elderly in the community. In terms of the
power to issue ordinances as local laws, both municipalities could issue
ordinances on the caring and development the quality of life with Thai traditional
medicine. And in terms of the structure, tools and equipment, both municipalities
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provide health care services and to promote the quality of life for the elderly.
However, Bandoo sub-district municipality is located in urban area with higher
budget potential, so there is an opportunity to provide elderly care services with
Thai traditional medicine in form of a day care center but Boonrueng sub-district
municipality is in a rural community with less budget, so there is an opportunity
to provide elderly care services in form of a geriatric clinic with Thai traditional
medicine.

Keywords: Potential, Elderly, Thai Traditional Medicine
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