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Abstract

This article focuses on the study of the meaning, function and history of
ancient sermon throne usage in Thailand. The sermon throne or pulpit is a sacred
seat for monks to teach the Dharma. In a deeper sense, it can be said that it is
the significant throne of the Dharma. which clearly stated in the Tipitaka that
When a certain monk starts to preach, he must be at a higher level than the
listener. Therefore, Buddhist in several region eventually practiced the tradition
to give honor to the Dharma as a sacred taught of Buddha, they also elaborated
and made more complex construction of the pulpit by Using the same style as
the royal throne of the secular monarch which demonstrated in difference styles
according to each culture of their own community. In Thailand, Buddhist believes
that the ancient pulpit might have been appeared since the Dvaravati culture
which has clearly influenced from India continental and later, successively in the
Sukhothai period, which is evidenced in some inscriptions. From the Ayutthaya
and Rattanakosin periods, there are numerous evidences of the pulpit's using and
also appearance of various traditions of Dharma preaching on the pulpit. In the
Central region, Dharma was preached by the Monk in the sermon hall (Sala-
Karnparian) similarly to the Northeastern region where there usually were
constructions of "Hor Jak" (Hall of the alms bowl) and here pulpits were created
with varieties of forms. Unlike in northern and northeastern, in southern region,
there was an additional tradition of Dharma preaching in the Gallery terrace. In
the Northern region, the pulpits were always placed on the right of the main
Buddha image inside the Viharn, and were designed to disperse louder sounds.

Keyword: Pulpit, Sermon throne, Thai art, wood carving, preaching
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