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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were to: 1) study kiccavatta in
Theravada Buddhist texts; 2) study the promotion for performing routine duties
of Thai monks from the past to Thai society; and 3) to analyze the promotion for
performing routine duties of Thai monks in the 4.0 era. The study applied
qualitative research by studying primary and secondary documents including
conducting interviews with 42 monks in Nakhonratchasima province. The data
were analyzed, synthesized for the body of knowledge, and presented by
descriptive method. From the study, it was found that in Theravada Buddhist
texts, kiccavatta refers to monks’ routine duties concerning the vinaya
(discipline) and @c@ra (conduct) that should be practiced between teachers and
students. Kiccavatta has been carried out since the Buddha’s lifetime and
continues in Thai society. Thai monks from ancient times had applied it to
administer the Sangha according to the vinaya. The guidelines to promote consist
of four phases: 1) The 1% phase is comprehending the issues, involving monks
becoming aware of and comprehending problems including internal and external
factors, and then establishing a plan and policy to address them together; 2) The
2" phase is devising a solution, entailing monks devising a plan and developing
tools leading to problem solving through activities that can motivate monks; 3)
The 3" phase is putting the plan into action, as when the problems and solutions
have been identified, these will be the guidelines promoting monks to perform
the ten duties on a regular and happy basis; and 4) The 4" phase is working
together with society to tackle the problem, entailing monks finding guidelines
with the community and society. This will lead to the examination and support
among each other, resulting in effective practice of the ten duties and long-term
prosperity of Buddhism in the 4.0 era.
Keywords: Promotion; Performing Routine Duties; Thai Monks in the 4.0 Era; The
Stability of Buddhism
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