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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research which aims to study The two sides
of the Mekong culture and their participation in the development of the Thai -
Lao border local community market at Chong Mek station, Sirindhorn District,
Ubon Ratchathani Province. Target group was government official consisting of
the district development of Sirinthon, Subdistrict Administrative Organization
Chongmek, Subdistrict Municipality Chongmek total of 5 people. Community
leader and Villagers in the community consisting of the village headman Chong
Mek, headman, village Board, members of the Chong Mek Sub - district
municipality, member of Chong Mek Subdistrict Administrative Organization total
of 22 people. Observed by using deep interview and participation observation
and nonparticipation observation as tools to gather field information together
with studying the documents and related researches, then analyze the obtained
information in term of content and present them by descriptive analysis. The
research result found that the two sides of the Mekong culture are another
important tool to help connect the good relations between Thais and Lao people
within the framework of community culture in coexistence, including being
involved in operational initiatives, receiving benefits, and monitoring results. It is
a very necessary process for developing it to be systematic and correct because
participation is a cornerstone of strength and sustainability. As well as analysis of
the situation of the local community market on the Thai - Lao by using SWOT as
a tool to analyze strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and limitations. Another

part that will guide the development of the local community market to prosper.
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As a result, the border trade economy continues to grow despite the constant
fluctuation of the economy. This strengthened and resulted in the economic
growth of border trade even though the economy fluctuated and changed all
the time.

Keywords: Culture, Participation, Local Community Market
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