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Abstract

This article has 3 objectives which are 1) to study the origin and
development of Buddhist female priests 2) to study the adaptation and role of
Buddhist female priests in Thai society 4.0 era, and 3) to propose the guidelines
for adaptation and role of Buddhist female priests in Thai society 4.0 era. This
research is a qualitative research done by studying documentaries and related
research works including the interview of 4 Buddhist companies which are
Bhikkhu, Bhikkhuni, Ubasok, Ubasika, totaling 12 monks / persons, by describing
with descriptive analysis. The results of the research found that Buddhist female
priests in the Buddhist era were only Bhikkhunis. Which the origin of Bhikkhuni
arose from the question of Ananda to the Lord Buddha about the internal
potential of humans over femininity. To the end, the Lord Buddha allowed the
ordination of Mahapajapati Gotami to be the first Bhikkhuni in Buddhism. In
recards to the adaptation and role of Buddhist female priests in Thai society it
was found that the time when the priestly ambassadors propagate Buddhism to
Suvarnabhumi did not appear to have Bhikkhuni occurring in the history of Thai
society. It appears evidence that only the nuns played the role in the Ayutthaya
period which is considered to create one's own role as part of Buddhism until
the present day, the nuns have to adapt and create a great role in society.
Guidelines for adaptation and role of Buddhist female priests in Thai society 4.0
era proposed to laid a strong basis to develop in the model namely, "Dual
dimension of adaptation and role of Buddhist female priests In Thai society 4.0
era", which provides guidelines for the Buddhist female priests to adapt and play
appropriate roles at the individual level as well as at the society and community
level.
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