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Abstract

This thesis entitled ‘An application of Buddhist teachings for living a
household life as appeared in Atthakatha Dhammapada in the present society’
has three objectives: 1) to study the states of problem in living household life in
the present society, 2) to study ten kinds of Ovada given by a wealthy man
named Dhanajaya as appeared in Atthakatha Dhammapada concerning with
living a household life, and 3) to study the application of ten kinds of Ovada
given by a wealthy man named Dhanajaya concerning with living a household
life in the present society. This is a qualitative research focusing on documentary
research based on Tipitaka of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, a Thai

version, including commentaries, sub-commentaries, texts, documents, theses,
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and related research works of Buddhist scholars. In this research, interview of
leaders of family members in the area of Municipality of Chaison sub-district,
Chaison District, Phattalung province.

In the research, it was found that: 1) In the present society, the principle
of living a household life and states of its problem were found that most of
features of household life have been influenced upon by the flow of
globalization and technological advancement including modern technology
whereby most of Thai families have been encountering with rapid changing
situations affecting both internal and external family, community, society and
environment especially the changing spheres of economics. All of these factors
have been greatly affecting upon Thai family as a whole resulting in creating
various kinds of family where family members come to change their ways of living
life and thereby bringing about various problems to Thai society. 2) The principles
of ten kinds of Ovada given by a wealthy man named Dhanajaya as appeared in
Atthakatha Dhammapada were regarded as the puzzle of Buddhist teachings
that he taught to his daughter named Visakha before marrying her husband; those
teachings were told to her as the good etiquette for a lady whereby she could
live her household life in the proper manners. In them, they were concerned
about women’s duty while living in a husband’s family; she should behave in
the ways that happiness and stability of such a family could be brought in. Those
ten kinds of admonition are as follows: 2.1) the internal fire should not be taken
out, 2.2) the external fire should not be taken in, 2.3) one should offer to
whoever offers in return, 2.4) one should not offer to whoever does not offer in
return, 2.5) one should not to whoever offers in return and whoever does not
offer in return, 2.6) one should sit happily, 2.7) one should sleep happily,
2.8) one should eat happily, 2.9) one should worship fire, and 2.10) one should
pay due respect to deity. 3) In the application of Buddhist teachings for living a
household life as appeared in Atthakatha Dhammapada in the present society,
this research was found that to provide certain knowledge and understanding on
ten kinds of Ovada in order to live a household life in the present society is of
important aspect because it can promote the stability of family life where the

clear-cut guidelines could be made. Once properly followed, the present family
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would not face any conflict but harmony where all members of family come to
understand their role and duty and thereby living a household life in the suitable
manners, be it elder or younger, father and mother from both sides. Under this
situation, loving kindness and harmony could be actualized inside the family
leading to a society’s benefit as a whole respectively

Keywords: Application, The Principles Of Ten Kinds Of Ovada, Present Society
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