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Abstract

The purposes of the research were 1) to investigate the process for using
authority of the government officials under the government of National Council
for Peace and Order with I|-san villagers who expressed their public opinions,
2) to study the strategic process and fighting against the authority of the
government officials for negotiating and expressing their public opinions of I-san
people, and 3) to analyze the effects of the authoritative interaction between
the government sectors and the public sectors. In this study, a researcher used
the qualitative research process that collected the data from documents and
field by using a technic of Semi-Structure Interviews and In-depth Interviews. The

samples used the specific method from 5 key informants and there were 35
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knowledgeable informants, a totally of 40 people. This research selected to study
from population related to the battle for the return of the state’s forest in
Waritchaphum district, Sakon Nakon province through analyzing a situation with
the concepts and theories about rights, freedom, authority, and discourse of
Michel Foucault, Antonio Gramsci, Peter Blau, Max Weber to know the right and
freedom in critique expression on the public areas of Isan villagers in the period
of the government of National Council for Peace and Order.

The study showed that:

The regulatory authority of the government caused serious troubles for
the villagers who lived and earned their living in the community forests. Even
though the villagers had negotiated with the government officials for solving the
problems, the commands of the National Council for Peace and Order provided
the representative officials to use the authority with the villagers appropriately.
The strategic process for fighting and negotiating with the government authority
of the villagers was creating the power of the villagers and also working together
with the government officers for solving the problems and community
development. However, the problems were not solved completely because of
the communication between the government sectors and the public sectors and
the continuation of solving problems. The findings showed that the government
sectors and the public sectors frequently claimed their legal rights based on Land
Certificate of 1998 and Community Certificate of 2010. The villagers claimed that
they had the legal rights for living and earning in the community forests. Whereas
the government sectors warned that the villagers could not occupy the public
forests, and both of the government sectors and the villagers should protect and
preserve the forests together.

Keywords: Rights and Freedom, Expressing Opinions, Public Areas
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