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Abstract

This research studies on the historical development of Buddhism in
Chaiya district of Surat Thani province, Thailand with the following objectives: 1)
to study the history of Chaiya district in Surat Thani province, Thailand?2) to study
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the influence of Buddhism on Chaiya District in Surat Thani province, Thailand3)
to study the historical development of Buddhism in Chaiya District of Surat Thani
Province, Thailand focusing on documentary research and presenting descriptive
data using qualitative research methodology

The research found that -

1. The city of Chaiya has evolved since the prehistoric period, about 7,000
years ago. It has developed into a community and an early city, and developed
into a commercial port, which controls the path that is the bridge across the
both oceans due to the influence of the Indian trade community. In the early
cities are Pan-Pan and SiriBodhi. Until Srivijaya period, It had been developed
under Indian Influence. the late Srivijaya period, evidence of the name of this
city was revealed as “Grahi”’and began to appear in the name of the city of
Chaiya for the first time as a colony reign of King U-Thong, the founder of
Ayudhya. In the King Rama V of Rattanakosin period, Chaiya city has been
included in Ban Don town (Surat Thani province) or has a status as a district until
now.

2. Muang Chaiya is a Dharma city that has been associated with Buddhism
for a long time.People have faith in and adhering to Dharma since the age of
Nakhon Pho (Si Pho), which is named afterthe bud of SiriBodhi and the prosperity
of Buddhism in this city. Therefore, Buddhism has influenced the way of life of
Chaiyapeople and created culture and tradition Including plays and songs, all
conveying the ultimate reality and good morals.

3. Buddhism on the land around the Chaiya Bay began in the middle of
the 2 nd-3 rdcenturies B.E. onwards, from being a trading port and and the
Buddhist missionary. There is evidence of the coming of Buddhism; jewelry which
is a symbol in the early Buddhism was in the age range 2nd-5th centuries B.E.

which Buddhist Indians carrying with. From documentary evidence and
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archeology, presumably in the beginning, there were Theravada Buddhism such
as Maha Sangkika sect. In the early Sriviaya period, there were Theravada
Buddhism, such as Mulasaravasativada, and Mahayana Budism such as
Matiyamika. Until around 13th-14thCentury B.E., the Tantra Mahayana Buddhism
was very popular. As of the 17thcentury B.E, the Lanka-Wangsa cults had entered
this region. In the 20th-23rd century B.E., Siam-Wangsa Theravada Buddhism
which is popular merged with the existing Langka-Wangsa and continues till date.

Keywords: History, Buddhism, Chaiya
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