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Abstract

The objectives of the study the background and explain the roles of
monks in the movement to push the Constitution Drafting Committee (C.D.C.) to
enforce Buddhism as the national religion and to study and analyze the patterns
and strategies of the monk movement in the issue to enforce Buddhism as the
national religion using qualitative research to study.

The research found that:

the enforcement of issue of "Buddhism to be the national religion"
occurred first during the amendment of constitution in 1994, the draft of

Constitution B. E. 2540, and the draft of Constitution B.E. 2550, respectively.
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However, it was unsuccessful. The movement of the monk network occurred
again when the Constitution was drafted in 2015 - 2016. There was the large
gathering of monks under the name of "Hindering the plan of Thai monk
administration" with the issue of enforcing Buddhism as the national religion to
be the last demanded issue. Finally, the Constitution Drafting Committee was
unable to fulfill the demand. However, the promotion of Theravada Buddhism
was increased in Section 67 as never been before in any constitution. The
movement of monk network used the form and strategy to raise the resources
from online social media, especially Facebook and Line, as well as having the
senior monk with prestige to "stimulate" and encourage the public to have
awareness and join in the gathering by using the television and radio networks to
distribute the news. Eventually, the mass of monks and people up to 30,000
persons could be gathered to participate in a large gathering on 15th February,
2016 at the front of Buddha Monthon, Nakhon Pathom Province. Moreover, the
monk network also used the strategy to send the representatives of various
Buddhist organizations to negotiate with the Constitution Drafting Committee for
several times to put pressure to the Constitution Drafting Committee. After
Buddhist monks and representatives of the various elements get together
already, the meeting reviewed various organizational roles that drives Buddhism,
and is filling the country with Thailand, a country where there are a large number
of Buddhists.

Keyword: Social movements, Sangha, Buddhism, National religion
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