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Abstract
This research aimed 1) to study the forest in the several sciences; 2) to

investigate the value of forest in Theravada Buddhism; and 3) to study the value
of the forest according to Buddhism. The study was conducted by qualitative
research method focusing on document analysis (Documentary Research) from
various sources to analyze their contents in accordance with the determined
scope of the study.

The findings were as follows:

1. Forests along with its characteristics and meaning in the various
disciplines have been clearly classified as (i) forest in the meaning of the social

sciences divided into forest in a city a community forest, which is a forest that
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mainly benefits human beings as a resting place and to balance the nature, earth,
water and air, (i) forest in the meaning of law is a protected forest type under
the management of the state. There are penalties for offenders and according to
the Forest Act, there are forest, reserved forest, national park, (iii) the forest in
Taoism, which refers to the nature of everything as life is the forest and the forest
is life, (iv) forest in Buddhist meaning in which forest is classified as interior and
exterior forest. Even though in each science, there are different meanings or
characteristics of the forest, the same purpose is that the forest is directly
beneficial as a source of four requisites, and as an indirect benefit, that are
abundant when the forest is plentiful.

2. The value of forest in the Theravada Buddhist is clearly shown that
the forest is physically beneficial in terms of providing four requisites to human
beings , socially value in terms of good companion of those who fond of
Dhamma, emotional value as the peaceful place for mind, and value for wisdom
as the source of unlimited knowledge.

3. In an analysis of the value of the forest along the lines of Buddhism, It
is found that Buddhism views nature in various aspects, which are essential for
the development of the quality of human life in society in peacefully living
together by regarding nature as pleasing, admirable beautiful, and happy with
the nature, viewing nature as beneficial surroundings to human development,
and this will make human behavior on nature and environment change from
hostility to conquer, persecute, and take advantage of nature to be friendly,
supportive and coexist.

Keywords: Value, Forest, Theravada buddhism
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