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Abstract

This research entitled "The history of the Tapee basin community
settlement" has the objectives: 1) To study the backeround and characteristics of
Tapee Basin Community, Surat Thani province, 2) to study the settlement factors
of Tapee Basin Community, Surat Thani Province, 3) To analyze and evaluate the
settlement value of community according to the geography and culture of the
Tapee Basin, Surat Thani Province, 4) Create new knowledge, settlement of the
Tapee Basin community, Surat Thani province. This is a qualitative research
focused on interviews by studying the concepts, theories and research papers
related to the history of settlement of the Tapee Basin Community. The scope
of target groups of in-depth interviewers have selected representatives from 4
groups; Life style sage-Folk wisdom group, Sociology and Community
Development Academic group, Cultural Academic group, and a group of
historians enter the field data area in the target community area which is located
around Ban Don Bay, and then analyze, synthesize and interpret and then
presented in the form of descriptive analysis.

The research found that:

1. The Background and characteristics of Tapee Basin Community, Surat
Thani Province. Tapee Basin Community is a fertile lowland area, suitable for
agriculture, cultivation, raising animals and fishing, and also still full of ancient art
and culture like India, which shows widespread evidence in Chaiya district, Tha
Chang district, Phunphin district, Khiri Rat Nikhom district, Muang district and
Kanchanadit district of Tapee Basin Community, Surat Thani Province.

2. The settlement factors of Tapee Basin Community, Surat Thani
Province which consists of (1) geographic factors which are bay-like, suitable for
seafarers to use as a monsoon refuge when traveling to trade, and also a safe

haven for fishermen, (2) Transportation factors which reduced the travel time
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from Takola (Takua Pa - Phang Nga) to Ban Don Bay to the Gulf of Thailand, (3)
Occupational factors which is suitable for agriculture, planting, raising animals and
fishing, (4) Social, religious and cultural factors which is a collection of traditional
tribes, Indians and Chinese people who come to rest and exchange products and
bring their own traditions, culture and beliefs.

3. Analyze and evaluate the settlement of communities according to the
geography and culture of the Tapee Basin, Surat Thani Province, found that (1)
the value of being a suitable area for agricultural and fishery occupations, (2) The
value of being a source of art, religion, traditions and culture, with Thai, Indian,
Chinese and Islam etc., (3) The value of the commercial integrity between
Thailand, India and China, (4) The value of the source of the mind of the Tapee
Basin community according to the beliefs of each religion.

4. Create new knowledge, the settlements of Tapee Basin Community,
Surat Thani Province, found that knowledge originated from 3 aspects: (1)
Knowledge about settlement history, 2) Knowledge about the relationship
between the watershed community and other communities, (3) Knowledge
about knowledge about travel across the peninsula, (4) Knowledge of civilization
in Srivichai community.

Keywords: History, Settlement, Tapee Basin Community
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