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Abstract

This mixed-methods study examined the relationship between the professional
football industry, particularly Thai League 1 (TL1), and local economic development and
income in Northern Thailand. It also investigated the direct and indirect mechanisms through
which professional football influences provincial economies, the roles of key stakeholders,
and policy approaches for promoting football as a driver of local development. The
quantitative component used annual secondary panel data from 17 northern provinces
covering 2012-2024. Multiple regression analysis, panel-data models, and path analysis
within a structural equation modeling framework were applied to assess the effects of TL1
participation, tourism activity, sports-support expenditure, and infrastructure investment on
gross provincial product (GPP), per capita income, and employment. The qualitative
component comprised semi-structured in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with
105 purposively selected informants from the public sector, private sector, football clubs,
local businesses, supporters, and community stakeholders in Chiang Rai, Lamphun,
Sukhothai, and Uthai Thani. Qualitative data were analyzed thematically and verified through
triangulation.

The findings indicate that TL1 clubs and competitions were positively and significantly

associated with local economic growth. Provinces hosting TL1 clubs recorded approximately
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7-10 percent higher GPP and 8-12 percent higher per capita income than provinces without
TL1 competitions. These benefits occurred principally through tourism revenue, visitor
expenditure, match-related consumption, supply-chain activities, and infrastructure
investment. However, no conclusive evidence was found that TL1 participation directly
increased local employment, partly because many football-related jobs were temporary or
seasonal. The qualitative findings further show that sustained economic benefits depend on
collaborative governance among government agencies, football clubs, businesses, and local
communities. Accordingly, professional football should be integrated with sport-tourism
development, shared infrastructure, local business participation, coordinated public—
private—community partnerships, integrated budgeting, and a locally accountable sports
economy development fund. These measures can improve competitiveness, distribute

income, and strengthen the long-term sustainability of provincial football economies.
Keywords : Football Industry, Thai League 1, Local Economic Development, Sports Economy,

Tourism Economy, Collaboration, Panel Data Analysis
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