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Abstract

This research aims to study: (1) the state of biodiversity in Ban Phothong Charoen
Community, Choeng Doi Subdistrict, Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai Province; (2) the patterns
of community participation in biodiversity conservation and restoration in the area; and (3)
strategic approaches to promoting such participation. The study employed a qualitative
research methodology and participatory action research. Key informants included 39
individuals, comprising community leaders, village committee members, monks, subdistrict
and village heads, representatives from local organizations/agencies, and community
members. Data collection was conducted through document review, in-depth interviews,
focus group discussions, and observation. The data were analyzed and synthesized
thematically and presented in descriptive form.

The findings revealed that: (1) the area is rich in biodiversity, including a wide variety
of plant species such as medicinal herbs and economically valuable trees like teak and
rosewood, as well as key wildlife and aquatic species that help maintain ecological balance;
(2) community participation in biodiversity conservation occurs through practical
engagement, knowledge exchange, participation in policy-making, and involvement in
cultural activities; and (3) strategic approaches to promoting community participation
emphasize inclusive collaboration from planning to decision-making, integration of local
wisdom with modern knowledge, environmental awareness campaigns, development of
eco-friendly livelihoods, and youth empowerment. These strategies are supported by the
use of technology and the establishment of cooperative networks both within and beyond

the community, along with a systematic monitoring and evaluation process.
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