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Abstract

The Thai language and English language sound systems have several
differences, which result in Thai people encountering problems in pronouncing
English. The purpose of this study was 1) to analyze the challenges in English
pronunciation faced by Thai learners, and 2) to propose remedial teaching
techniques. The methodology included a comparative study of the similarities and
differences between the phonetic systems of the Thai language and English. The
analysis revealed three primary causes contributing to English pronunciation
difficulties among Thai speakers: 1) certain sounds present in English are absent in
the Thai phonetics, 2) analogous sounds exist in Thai but are placed in different
positions; and 3), Thai encompasses sounds alike to English, yet with distinct
pronunciation. Furthermore, Thai individuals encounter challenges in pronouncing
English sounds, encompassing both segmental features and suprasegmental
features. These hurdles manifest in 1) consonant sounds, 2) diphthong consonant
sounds, 3) vowel sounds, 4) stressed sounds, and 5) intonation. Addressing these

pronunciation dilemmas necessitates strategic methods, including 1) utilization of
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minimal pairs, 2) multiple pronunciation exercises, and 3) integration of facial
diagrams.

This study concludes that the differences between the sound systems of
the native language and the second language lead to difficulties and problems in
producing accurate pronunciation. Therefore, it is imperative to address the
pronunciation of Thai people. The solution involves teaching learners the correct
characteristics and practicing pronunciation of the problem sounds using various
techniques that have been researched and proven effective in accordance with

academic principles.
Keywords :  Thai Language Sound System, English Language Sound System, English

Pronunciation Problems of Thai, Pronunciation Teaching Techniques
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nstlndteudtydsnandrediu wasidlefldnwamnsasenidealsgniesazsitliiaing
flunntu deluiduisnmsiierldlumsaeuasiinesnidennssnguiidutagm

1. msldaieudes

aulvesiunudssnnsainguidutymiedsanulneAidnvauelndifes

fu 1wy wnudes /z/ sewdes /s/ unudes v/ mewdes /1 Judu arsudtanileglvaulne
safluaroandesfigndeauieudisutudssiliuuiidesiudelilésunuunndisves
Eeana 2 agadaaulaenisldeiieuidss (minimal pair) wWisuieuligldnwniueaiy

LANANGSENING 2 LA89 Aesnaganalul

Isl Iz/ Ifl I
sip Zip fan van
seal zeal feel veel
sink zinc face vase
sewn zone fine vine
said Zed fast vast
Sue Z00o few view
Ikl g/ n Il
came game lab wrap
cap gap load  road
class glass lock  rock
could  good long  wrong
card guard lice rice
cad gad late rate
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usnanliaulnesiniladesigndeuddesduuuiiniigndediiugldnwiln
ponidesiduilgmaounssitaléniwanunsasondedu 4 éigndes laenisiineanidesd
Hug 9 awgiisuides waziineenidesiiduiymluuszlen lnsnsilnainysgleaiien
wdtuegviated unaunu Taas nasu waswas Addesfidosnisiinegdie ffogns
sioluil
2.1 fegreuseleaiiefinniseanideandysus
Ip/  Peter and Paul are picking apples and pears.
/bl Barbara likes giving baby a bath and putting her to bed.
It/ I’ve told you time and time again to stop teasing spot.
/d/  Bad Dick drinks and dines in the “Dark Dungeon” everyday.
Ikl Take a cake of soap and cut it into quarters.
g/ Gregory’s dog begged for a bone and got it.
Il The lives of five of the sailors’ wives were saved.
Isl - Cissy’s swimming at the sea-side on Sunday at six.
/z/  Roses and daisies seem to attract bees and flies.
/8l The thief stole Cynthia’s false teeth from the bathroom.
18/ The other brother went with his father and mother to gather durians.
/fl 1 shall shine Shieila’s shoes if you’ll wash her shorts.
13/ A casual stroll occasionally gives me great pleasure.
if/ Charlie bought some cheap chocolates at the church fair.
/d3/ Ginger is taking an age, and must be in a traffic jam across the bridge.
Irl There are several lice in the green rice-bin.
w/ If William were wise, he’d work instead of Whine.
2.2 frpgreunaununiisiinniseenides /J /d3/ was Af/
SID: It’s fish and chips for lunch, Joel
JOE: Ships!? | can’t eat ships, they’re too big!
SID: 1 said chips, you know, fried potatoes!
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JOE: Oh, | see, chips with a CH, not ships with a SH.
SID: That’s right. You’re a genius, Joel!
JOE: Was the fish expensive, Sid?
SID: No, it was cheap.
JOE: Jeep!? You bought a Jeep?
SID: No, cheap, the opposite of expensive.
JOE: Oh, | see, cheap with a CH, not Jeep with a Joe!
(Hancook, 2017: 33)

2.3 fregranasnadauiniiidlunisiinesntdes /dy
Jack and Jill
Jack and Jill went up the hill
to fetch a pail of water.
Jack fell down and broke his crown
and Jill came tumbling after.

(Peace Corps of the United States of America, n.d.: 303)

2.4 fregralaasiiiainniseanides
Four Fat Flies
| wish | could fine
those four fat flies
that flew in my window
last Friday night.
Four flies, flew in,
Four flies, not three.
One landed on Fred,
three landed on me.

(Greham, 2013: 71)
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