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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study legal measures concerning
government agency’s land lease for agriculturists 2) investigate the level of awareness
about agricultural land lease law of rice agriculturists in Ratchaburi province and
3) study supportive guidelines for agriculturists in Ratchaburi to act in accordance
with the agricultural land lease law. To carry out the study, mixed research
methodologies ( for qualitative and quantitative data) were employed. For
quantitative data, 391 rice agriculturists in Ratchaburi province were employed as

respondents to queries. The data were collected from the main data group also used
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to gather qualitative information from 45 committees and those involved under the
provisions of the agricultural land lease Law. The findings revealed as follows:

For legal measures, four laws concerning government’s agricultural land lease
were legislated for enforcement from B.E. 2493 (1950) to present. They are ‘B.E 2493
(1950) land lease law’, ‘B.E. 2517 (1974) land lease protection act’, ‘B.E.2524 (1981)
agricultural land lease act’ and ‘B.E.2559 (2016) agricultural land lease act’ (the
second act) respectively. The main purpose of the laws is to protect agricultural land
tenants who have no land for agriculture. According to the provisions of the law,
length of land lease, rights of tenants and lessors, prohibition of foreigners in holding
land are formulated, enforced by Provincial administrative committee, district
committee, and sub-district committee on the basis of justice to all parties.

The level of Ratchaburi agriculturists’ awareness of agricultural land lease law
in Ratchaburi is low. The factors affecting the low level are among these: Ratchaburi
farmers’ substandard level of education, aging and old generation who do not access
to the government sector information.

The main responsibilities of the government sector’ s supportive guidelines
for agriculturists in Ratchaburi to act in accordance with the agricultural land lease
law are to raise awareness of, publicize, disseminate the land lease laws to Ratchaburi

farmers and boost strength of all board committee to do their fair duties.

Keywords : Agricultural Land Lease Law, Legal Awareness of Agriculturists, Rice agriculturists
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