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The naming of Lavue, ethnic group in Pa Pae Village,

Mae Sa Riang District, Mae Hong Son Province
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Abstract

Naming is very important in every culture as it is used to establish an individual’s
identity. Different countries have their own nomenclature approaches. In Thailand, there is
an ethnic group in Mae Hong Son and Chiang Mai proveniences who call themselves
“Lavue”, but it is known by other people as “Lawa.” This study aimed to examine the
origin and language patterns of naming as well the traditions of this ethnic tribe in Pa Pae
Village, Mae Sa Riang District, Mae Hong Son Province. The study instruments included
questionnaires, interviews, and observations. Ninety-six subjects were divided into three
groups according to age: 1) 1-2 years old, 2) 21-40 years old, and 3) 41-60 years old.
Findings have shown that names were made based on three principles: 1) their ancestries,
2) dominant characteristics of individuals, and 3) important figures. Five languages used
for naming included Lavue, Karen, Kammuang, Standard Thai, and English. This reflects
the concept of Lavue naming which shows that they still focus on their own identity and
Lavue names. They do not reject new culture entering the community, but instead

appropriately apply it to their own culture.

Keywords:  Lawa, Lavue, nomenclature, ethnic group
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